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City  Levels  Squatters'  Shanty  town 


by  Rob  Waters 

Eddie  Garcia  stood  in  the  bedroom 
of  his  small  wood-frame  house, 
pointing  like  a  proud  homeowner 
to  its  various  features.  The  walls  of  the 
small,  tidy  bedroom  were  covered  with 
new  brown  carpet  — '"helps  with  insu- 
lation." he  said  — and  next  to  the 
bedposts  rising  out  of  his  doublebed 
was  the  electrical  outlet  where  he 
plugged  in  his  television.  In  the 
corner,  next  to  a  sturdy,  hinged 
wooden  window,  was  a  chest  of 
drawers  On  the  other  side,  hanging 
drapes  obscured  the  contents  of  his 
closet. 

Two  days  later,  his  house  would  be 
no  more,  crushed  by  the  steel  jaws  of  a 
city  bulldozer  that  levelled  the  tiny 
village  of  shacks  that  Garcia  and  a 
group  of  urban  homesteaders  had 
erected  on  a  vacant  South  of  Market 
lot. 

Eddie  Garcia  could  not  understand. 
"I  worked  six  months  building  that," 
Garcia  had  explained    "We  live  in 
peace  We're  together  like  a  family 
I'm  too  sad  about  it." 

Garcia.  35.  had  moved  in  to  the 
secluded  village  two-and-a-half  years 
ago  Some  residents  had  been  there  as 
long  as  five  years.  Now,  19  of  them 
have  checked  in  to  the  Midori  Hotel  on 
Hyde  Street,  where  Mayor  Feinstein 
convinced  them  to  move  when  she 
dropped  in  on  them  two  days  before 
the  demolition. 

"We  feel  like  we're  gonna  take  what 
we  can  get  before  we  don't  get 
nothing."  said  resident  Manuel  Arro- 
yo after  the  mayor's  visit 

Feinstein  toured  the  village  and 
talked  individually  with  the  residents, 
who  were  wowed  by  the  stature  of 
their  visitor 

"She  sat  down  right  here  and  said 
she'd  like  to  help,"  said  25-year-old 
Wendell  Edwards,  pointing  to  the  long 
couch  that  sat  in  his  living  room 
beneath  a  framed  copy  of  the  Equal 
Rights  Amendment  Edwards  said  was 
given  to  him  by  an  old  street  woman. 

"She  had  a  good  attitude,  really 
nice."  Edwards  said  of  the  mayor 
"She  introduced  us  to  all  these  other 
people  She  said  she'd  like  to  help  us 
with  housing  and  welfare  ...She  made 


.At' 

Eddie  Garcia  stands  on  his  porch.  Two  days  later,  it  was  gone. 


it  clear  we  had  to  leave." 

Edwards  said  he  had  resided  at  the 
village  for  three  years  and  had  been  in 
his  structure  for  about  one.  "First  I 
was  just  sleeping  in  the  bushes,  then  1 
said.  "Hey.  why  don't  I  build  some- 
thing,' 

Feinstein,  chatting  with  reporters 
after  her  impromptu  tour,  said  that  she 
had  ordered  that  the  residents' 
eviction  be  delayed  and  had  directed 
social  workers  to  come  down  and  assist 
with  housing  and  welfare.  "We're 
trying  to  take  care  of  human  needs." 
she  said 

She  said  that  the  village  could  not  be 
allowed  to  remain  because  it  was  on 
city  land  and  did  not  meet  health  and 
building  codes  "We  are  a  society  of 
laws  If  we  allowed  this  in  one  place, 
people  would  start  doing  it  in  other 
places  It  would  set  a  precedent."  she 
said. 

continued  on  page  6 


Local  Two,  Ramada 
Square  Off  in  Union  Drive 


City  Awards  Drop- in 
Center  Contract 


The  city's  mental  health  depart- 
ment has  awarded  a  $500,000 
contract  to  Hospitality  House  to 
establish  a  new  24-hour  mental  health 
center  in  the  Tenderloin.  To  be  located 
at  the  corner  of  Golden  Gate  and 
Leavenworth,  the  center  is  slated  to  be 
a  non-medical,  self-help  program 
based  on  "people  caring  for  people," 
in  the  words  of  Don  Davis,  a  mental 
health  district  advisory  board  member 
who  has  played  a  key  role  in  the  long 
campaign  for  the  center 

At  the  request  of  Hospitality  House, 
the  North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition 
will  convene  a  community  meeting 
February  14  at  1  00  p.m.  at  the  Reality 
Art  Workshop.  366  Eddy,  to  discuss 


the  program  and  select  six  neigh- 
borhood representatives  to  participate 
in  the  planning  process  for  the  new 
center  Claudia  Viek.  board  member  of 
the  North  of  Market  Development  Cor- 
poration, has  been  selected  by  Hos- 
pitality House  executive  director 
Robert  Tobin  to  coordinate  this 
planning  effort 

Expected  to  open  May  1.  the  center 
will  rely  heavily  upon  users  of  the 
center  helping  one  another  deal  with 
personal  problems-in-living.  Neigh- 
borhood residents  who  believe  that 
they  might  want  to  use  or  volunteer  in 
the  center  are  encouraged  to  come  to 
the  February  14  meeting 


by  Alison  Shepard 

Employees  of  the  Ramada  Ren 
naissance  Hotel  who  want  to  join 
Hotel  Employees  and  Restaurant 
Employees  Union  Local  2  are  gearing 
up  for  a  confrontation  with  San  Fran- 
cisco's largest  non-union  hotel  If 
successful,  the  Ramada  would  be  the 
first  major  hotel  in  San  Francisco  to 
avoid  unionization 

As  a  result  of  a  September.  1985 
National  Labor  Relations  Board  hear 
ing  (see  Tenderloin  Times.  Oct.  1985). 
Local  2  has  until  April  1.  1986  to  gather 
signatures  on  authorization  cards  from 
at  least  30  percent  of  the  workers  to 
force  an  election  to  decide  if  Ramada 
employees  will  be  union  members. 
Union  organizer  Charles  Goetchius 
says  he  expects  80  percent  of  the 
employees  to  sign  cards 

Management  is  emphasizing  pay 
scale  and  benefits  as  the  main  issue, 
and  calls  their  own  benefit  package  the 
best  in  the  city,  better  than  the  union 
scale  In  other  hotels.  "The  union  is  a 
business  in  itself."  says  Charlotte 
Cooper,  head  of  personnel  at  Ramada 
"We  don't  need  a  union  Employers 
are  more  humane  than  they  used  to  be 
They  realize  the  benefits  of  paying 
good  wages  and  treating  employees  as 
they  would  like  to  be  treated." 

Union  organizers  and  supporters  of 
Local  2  contend  that  job  security,  not 
economics,  is  the  most  important 
issue  Some  25  employees  have  come 
to  the  union  with  charges  that 
discipline  is  inconsistent  and  that 
favoritism  —  not  seniority  — is  the  basis 
for  giving  out  desired  work 


One  worker  who  asked  that  neither 
his  name  or  department  be  used,  told 
The  Times  he  was  given  a  written 
warning  for  calling  in  sick  even  though 
he  had  used  only  four  of  his  eight  sick 
days  He  said  he  asked  for  an  expla- 
nation but  was  given  none. 

"I'm  really  scared."  said  another 
worker  "If  I  have  a  union,  my  job  is 
more  secure  and  they  won't  abuse 
us  " 

The  union  is  demanding  a  standard 
four-step  discipline  system:  verbal, 
written,  suspension,  and  termination 
Cooper  says  such  a  system  already 
exists,  and  that  no  one  is  suspended  or 
terminated  without  going  through  an 
appeals  procedure 

Most  of  the  worker's  complaints 
have  come  from  housekeeping,  the 
largest  department  in  the  hotel.  The 
housekeepers,  mostly  women,  are 
largely  non  English  speaking,  and 
have  difficulties  because  of  the 
language  barrier  Many  of  these 
employees  have  no  experience  with 
unions 

Goetchius  says  the  union  will 
recommend  that  more  translators  be 
used  at  department  employee  meet- 
ings where  rights  and  duties  are  ex- 
plained Cooper  acknowledges  that 
communication  is  a  problem  and  that 
more  translators  are  needed  at  meet- 
ings She  says  that  her  office  "can 
always  offer  that  to  employees  if  they 
ask  for  it  " 

A  quality  control  system  used  in 
housekeeping  to  score  each  worker's 
complaints  has  been  the  source  of 
many  complaints  Many  employees 
continued  on  page  6 
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ask  the  people  letters 


If  You  Could 
Change  The 
World,...? 


by  Dennis  Conkin 


Santhouk  Lay  Said 

I  would  eliminate  war 
from  the  world  by 
eliminating  nuclear 
weapons  and  nuclear 
businesses.  Everyone 
would  be  equal.  No 
rich,  no  poor.  Every- 
one would  have  a  job. 


James  Moten 

The  narcotics  problem 
in  the  area.  It's  mess- 
ing up  peoples'  lives. 
I'd  educate  people 
about  what  narcotics 
do  to  you  — people 
can't  even  imagine. 
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-  Craig  Edmonds 

I'd  change  some  of 
|  the  laws.  People  could 
I  only   have   so  many 
i  drinks    when  they 
I  drive,  so  less  people 
j  would  get  killed.  I'd 
also  stop  all  aid  to 
other   countries  to 
help  people  here. 


Aurelio  Trevino 

That's  a  tough  ques- 
tion. I'd  probably  try 
fo  change  relation- 
ships between  people 
and  countries  The 
only  way  things  can 
be  changed  is  by  be- 
coming involved. 


Tao  Juan  Ming 

Man's  inhumanity  to 
man  Oppression, 
genocide.  I'd  like  to 
see  the  brotherhood 
of  man.  Power  to  the 
people. 


Editors. 

Your  article  about  the  Sequoia  Hotel  was 
very  helpful  toward  my  goal  of  seeing  San 
Francisco  get  vacancy  control.  In  my 
fifteen  years  as  a  resident  of  San  Francisco 
I  have  seen  the  same  things  happen  in 
every  large  hotel  fire  with  very  little 
variation 

A  new  owner  gets  in  There  is:  The  firing 
of  the  security  guard  and  a  rash  of 
burglaries;  not  enough  electricity,  no  heat 
forcing  the  tenants  to  use  electric  heaters; 
very  lax  city  inspection;  no  insurance  for 
tenant  property  and  injury;  a  fire  of 
electrical  origin;  a  generous  bundle  from 
the  insurance  company;  the  owner  refuses 
to  take  back  the  older  tenants;  those  who 
fight  to  get  back  must  pay  a  lawyer  $250  for 
a  minimum  of  5  hours  work  for  upholding 
the  city  law;  the  hotel  gets  a  tourist  permit 
and  reopens  and  makes  runaway  profits. 

My  father,  a  former  tenant  of  the  Orlando 
Hotel  was  evicted  after  living  there  for 
fifteen  years  and  personally  experienced 
most  of  the  above. 

I  would  like  to  see  this  city  do  something 
for  the  old  people  and  residents  by  putting 
in  a  vacancy  control  law.  Does  anyone  out 
there  have  guidelines  for  bringing  uacancy 
control  to  this  city? 

This  above  summary  does  not  apply  to 
the  many  San  Francisco  hotels  who  are 
making  a  reasonable  profit  and  have 
adequate  security,  safety,  and  insurance. 

Sincerely, 
Rainer  Penkert 

Editors, 

The  Sequoia  Hotel  Tenants'  Association 
wishes  to  compile  a  register  of  displaced 
residents   who   are    still    living    in  San 

Francisco. 

All  former  Sequoia  Hotel  tenants  should 
contact  either: 

Ron  Halfhill,  537  Jones,  Box  8911. 
94102.  or  Heidi  Swarts.  North  of  Market 
Planning  Coalition.  295  Eddy  St.,  SF, 
94102 

Thank  you  for  your  assistance. 

Ron  Halfhill 

Editors, 

I'm  writing  to  correct  a  very  unfortunate 
omission  from  the  North  of  Market 
Planning  Coalition  Awards  presented  at 
our  Annual  Meeting,  held  January  25  At 
that  time,  I  neglected  to  recognize  Housing 
Committee  member  and  Board  of  Directors 
candidate  Ron  Halfhill  for  his  dedicated 
work  on  behalf  of  Tenderloin  tenants. 

Our  apologies,  Ron,  for  misplacing  your 
Award,  and  our  thanks  for  all  your  hard 
work  with  the  Housing  Committee! 

Sincerely. 
Don  Feeser 
NOMPC  President 


HAVE  YOU  EVER  THOUGHT  ABOUT 
COOPERATIVE  LIVING? 

Check  out  the  Aarti  Cooperative: 

•  a  40  room  residential  hotel,  391  Leavenworth 

•  3  community  kitchens 

•  roof  garden 

•  family-type  atmosphere 

•  a  good  mix  of  interesting  people 

•  moving  towards  self-management 

•  five  hours  volunteer  work  per  week  required 


For  more  information,  come  to  an  Introductory 

Meeting  Feb.  9  or  Feb.  23  at  8  p.m.  or 
call  885-0757  (office)  or  885-6819  (messages) 
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Editors, 

I  feel  mention  of  Ezekiel  Ward  as  a 
"street  poet"  while  mentioning  another 
person  in  the  same  issue  as  a  "poet"  was 
wrong  It  was  denigrating  to  call  Ezekiel  a 
"street"  poet.  He  should  have  been 
referred  to  as  a  "poet"  as  well  as  she.  You 
I  think  demeaned  Mr  Ward. 

Joe  Kaufman. 
"Poet" 

Editors, 

Hi!  I  was  watching  the  news  on  T.V. 
tonight  on  5  and  they  had  a  story  about  The 
Tenderloin  Times  which  interested  me  a 
great  deal  I'm  here  at  San  Quentin  Prison 
and  have  been  here  for  some  time  and  I*d 
like  it  very  much  if  I  could  somehow  receive 
the  paper.  I'm  from  San  Francisco  — the 
Tenderloin. 

1  know  that  the  views  of  the  public  have 
become  very  conservative  since  I've  been 
locked  up  and  it  seems  that  us  convicts  are 
not  too  well-liked  and  I  can  understand 
these  feelings  but  it  upsets  me.  But  I  do 
understand. 

I  did  have  a  serious  drug  problem  at  one 
time  and  I've  made  a  few  mistakes.  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  receive  a  copy  of  your  paper. 

Respectfully. 
Maurice  J.  Keenan 


house  log 


In  the  last  four  years,  Hospitality 
House  has  doubled  in  budget  size 
and  program  scope.  With  the 
award  of  the  county  mental  health 
contract  to  operate  in  the  Tenderloin 
Self-Help  Center,  we  will  double  again 
within  the  next  four  months. 

These  changes  imply  both  oppor- 
tunities and  obstacles.  The  agency  and 
community  alike  confront  such  condi- 
tions as  together  we  mount  effective 
response  to  local  needs.  The  efficiency 
of  those  efforts  also  becomes  a  factor  as 
available  resources  dwindle.  As  these 
stakes  increase,  the  always  sensitive 
balance  between  internal  accountabi- 
lity and  external  responsiveness  be- 
comes more  delicate. 

To  provide  services  that  never  were, 
our  programs  take  on  challenges  of  a 
magnitude  we've  never  faced.  In  many 
ways,  however,  the  more  things 
change  the  more  same  they  remain.  As 
a  neighborhood  center  for  the  Tender- 
loin community,  we  continue  looking 
to  its  Planning  Coalition.  Concerned 
Businesspersons,  and  other  associa- 
tions for  leadership  direction  on 
important  issues.  As  a  neighborhood 
resource,  we'll  always  seek  better  and 
broader  ways  of  serving  the  com- 
munity. As  a  neighborhood  advocate, 
we'll  keep  calling  attention  to  its 
attributes  as  well  as  the  forces  which 
undermine  them. 

For  by  these  efforts,  we  fulfill  our 
most  important  role:  to  be  and  remain 
a  Good  Neighbor. 


URGENT 

John  B.  Gardner  call 
collect  Mod-Mer. 
family.  Dad  passed 
away — 

INHERITANCE 


correction 


The  letter  to  the  editor  concerning 
sanctuary  for  refugees  published  last 
month  was  written  by  Philip  Fiermonte. 
We  regret  omitting  his  name 


Readers  are  encouraged  to  send 
letters  to  Editor,  Tenderloin 
Times,  25  Taylor,  S.F.,  CA.  94102 
by  the  20th  of  each  month.  Letters 
should  be  signed  and  may  be 
edited  by  the  Times. 


EMPLOYERS! 
MERCHANTS! 

Central  City  Hospitality 
House,  a  non-profit  agen- 
cy serving  the  Tenderloin, 
has  qualified  applicants 
to  refer  to  you  for  posi- 
tions in  your  home  or 
business.  FT,  PT,  or 
casual  labor. 

Contact  Steve  Connolly  at 
776-2102  x  27. 
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City  Considers  Closing  TL  Medical  Clinic 


by  Dennis  Conkin 

Apian  by  the  city  to  close  Central 
Aid  Station,  the  Tenderloin's 
only  24-hour  medical  clinic,  has 
been  greeted  with  dismay  and  concern 
by  neighborhood  residents  and  health 
care  providers  Although  the  Health 
Commission,  in  the  face  of  strong 
neighborhood  opposition,  last  month 
directed  its  staff  to  restore  funds  for 
the  clinic  in  next  year's  budget,  health 
department  officials  are  still  con- 
sidering whether  to  recommend  to  the 
Commission  that  the  clinic  be  closed 
later  this  year 

More  than  1300  signatures  have 
been  collected  on  a  petition  protesting 
the  possible  closure  of  the  clinic,  which 
is  located  at  50  Ivy  Street  near  City 
Hall.  Several  senior  and  neighborhood 
organizations  have  written  letters 
insisting  that  the  clinic  should  not  be 
closed. 

San  Francisco  Public  Health  Direc- 
tor Dr  David  Werdegar  took  money 
for  the  clinic  out  of  the  budget  he 
presented  to  the  Commission  because, 
he  told  the  Times,  "The  number  of 
health  care  visits  for  significant,  acute 
health  care  problems  doesn't  justify 
the  (clinic's)  $1.2  million  (budget)." 

Werdegar  said  that  most  visits  to 
the  facility  occur  during  daytime  hours 
and  that  those  people  can  be  absorbed 
by  the  South  of  Market  Health  Clinic,  a 
private  facility  operated  under  city 
contract  After  5pm.  when  the  South 
of  Market  clinic  closes,  patients  could 
go  to  San  Francisco  General  Hospital, 
Werdegar  said  He  also  argued  that 
about  two-thirds  of  the  cases  handled 
by  the  clinic  are  non-acute  cases  that 
could  easily  go  elsewhere. 

The  Commission  action  does  not 
close  the  issue,  however,  since  Wer- 
degar says  that  budget  constraints 
may  still  cause  him  to  propose  either 
closing  or  reducing  services  later  this 
year  Mayor  Feinstein  has  said  that 
there  will  be  no  increase  in  local 
funding  for  all  departments  next  year, 
and  that  programs  could  lose  as  much 
as  ten  percent  of  their  city  funds. 

Dr  Tom  Waddell.  the  Ivy  Street 
clinic's  medical  director,  told  the 
Times  that  the  health  center  provides 
badly-needed  service  to  homeless 
and  poor  San  Franciscans  who  might 
otherwise  go  untreated. 


ARTHUR  L.  MEADER,  III 

Attorney  at  Law 
Specializing    in  Social 
Security,    Disability  and 
S.S.I.  Cases 

Phone:  777-5727 


A  Co-ed  Co-op  at 
The  Heart  of  the  City 


•  private  rooms 

•  downtown  location 

•  commuter  connections 

•  2  fine  meals  dally 

•  weekly  maid  service 

•  snack  canteen 

•  2  spacious  lounges 

ismoklng  1  non-smoklngi 

•  sun  deck  •  laundry  facilities 

•  option  to  participate 

In  management  process 

•  24-hour  desk  service 


accomodations  forsinglewomen 
for  single  men 
for  parent  with  onechild 

All  for  $349-401 

per  month 
or  $125  per  week 

Civic  center  Residence 

44  McAllister  St.  431-2870 
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Dr. Tom  Waddell  removes  stitches  from  Arturo  Duran  at  Central  Emergency. 


Eric  Moe.  a  homeless  teenager  who 
sleeps  on  the  streets  and  in  construc- 
tion sites,  told  The  Times  of  one  recent 
visit  he  made  to  Central  Emergency. 
"Someone  smacked  me  on  the  head 
with  a  beer  bottle  while  I  was  sleeping 
I  came  into  Ivy  Street  bleeding  from 
the  head  If  Ivy  Street  hadn't  been 
there.  I  probably  wouldn't  have  gotten 
it  stitched." 

"I  don't  understand  why  the  city 
wants  to  close  Ivy  Street  At  General, 
it  takes  hours  and  hours  to  be  seen." 


Moe  continued,  adding  that  it  is  such  a 
long  walk  to  General  that  many  people 
just  don't  bother  to  go. 

Dr  Teresa  DeMarco.  an  emergency 
physician  who  works  both  at  General 
Hospital  and  Central  Aid  Station  says. 
"At  Central,  the  nurses  and  doctors 
cater  to  the  indigent  and  the  homeless. 
They  are  our  primary  patient  popula- 
tion. We  are  more  responsive  to  their 
needs  and  we  can  see  them  faster. 

"Central  provides  a  service  which 
cannot  be  replaced    We  don't  only 


offer  medical  services.  We  listen  to 
problems  and  give  advice.  We  really 
care  about  our  patients."  DeMarco 

says. 

At  General,  patients  must  wait  as 
long  as  three  to  seven  hours  for  non- 
acute  care  and  the  staff  is  so  over- 
worked that  they  can't  spend  time  with 
the  patients.  DeMarco  says. 

Dr  Werdegar  acknowledged  that 
the  Ivy  Street  clinic  fills  important 
needs,  particularly  for  homeless  peo- 
ple and  victims  of  sexual  trauma  He 
said  that  any  plans  to  reduce  the 
clinic's  services  would  take  these 
needs  into  account 

"We  won't  do  anything  hasty  or 
harsh,  "  Werdegar  told  The  Times  He 
and  his  staff  will  study  the  matter 
further  and  present  various  options  to 
the  Commission  later  this  year  Those 
options,  he  said,  could  still  include 
closing  the  clinic. 

Brad  Paul,  director  of  the  North  of 
Market  Planning  Coalition,  vowed  that 
his  group  would  stay  on  top  of  the 
matter  and  was  prepared  to  fight  for 
the  clinic  "It  is  a  very  high  priority  for 
our  organization  and  for  the  neighbor- 
hood to  keep  Ivy  Street  open,"  he 
says 

Paul  suggests  that  the  city  impose  a 
health  care  fee  on  developers  of  down- 
town highrises  similar  to  recently 
enacted  transit,  childcare  and  housing 
impact  fees.  Such  a  fee,  imposed  at  the 
rate  of  $1  or  $2  per  square  foot  would 
raise  $1  or  $2  million,  enough  to  keep 
Ivy  Street  open. 


Planning  Coalition  Takes  Stock  of  Active  Year 


The  North  of  Market  Planning 
Coalition  celebrated  another 
year  of  activism  and  advocacy 
at  their  1986  annual  membership 
meeting  last  month  and  reflected  on 
the  work  of  the  year. 

President  Don  Feeser  welcomed  the 
more  than  100  members  in  attendance 
and  ticked  off  some  of  the  organi- 
zation's key  accomplishments  before 
introducing  the  chairpeople  of  each  of 
the  Coalition's  committees  for  brief 
reports. 

Joe  Kaufman,  chair  of  the  Zoning 
Committee,  reported  on  the  problem 
of  continued  high-rise  development  on 
Market  Street  and  the  committee's 
support  for  the  Mid-Market  Plan 
sponsored  by  Supervisor  Nancy  Walk- 
er He  also  said  that  the  committee 
would  continue  to  monitor  the  growth 
plans  of  Hastings  Law  School,  which 
has  its  own  highrise  project  slated  for 
Golden  Gate  Avenue. 

Senior  Action  Committee  chair  Jack 
W  R  Kelly  said  his  committee  is 
gaining  energy  and  reaching  out  to 
involve  Tenderloin  seniors.  The  com- 
mittee sponsored  a  forum  recently  on 
energy  assistance  programs  available 
to  seniors  and  another,  on  Section  8 
housing,  was  scheduled  for  late 
January. 


The  Housing  Committee,  which  has 
been  active  since  1981.  is  alive  and 
well,  reported  co-chair,  Richard  Par- 
ker It  has  been  active  recently  in 
trying  to  protect  hotel  tenants  from 
eviction  by  overzealous  health  inspec- 
tors and  is  working  against  a  proposed 
California  law.  AB  483,  which  would 
prevent  local  governments  from  enac- 
ting strong  rent  control  The  com- 
mittee has  also  been  active  in 
organizing  to  protect  the  rights  of 
Southeast  Asian  tenants. 

Membership  chair  Kelly  Cullen 
reported  that  the  Coalition  now  has 
410  paid  members.  Finance  chair  Poul 
Anderson  said  the  organization's 
finances  are  basically  secure  for  the 
next  two  years  and  Don  Feeser  talked 
about  the  great  successes  of  the  Make- 
A  Circus  and  the  Tenderloin  Festival 
of  Lights  as  well  as  the  work  of  the 
Crime  Committee  in  sponsoring  a 
march  against  crime  attended  by  some 
400  people 

Another  victory  won  this  year  was 
the  successful  fight  to  create  a  24-hour 
mental  health  drop-in  center,  reported 
Mental  Health  Committee  Chair  Bar- 
bara Arms  The  city  agreed  to  fund  the 
program  and  awarded  a  contract  to 
Hospitality  House  to  run  the  self-help 
program,  which  should  open  May  1 
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Awards  from  the  Board  of  Supervi- 
sors were  given  to  a  distinguished 
group  of  community  servants:  Barbara 
Arms.  Cynthia  Hartley,  Michael  Tar- 
box.  AMCATS.  Randy  Shaw.  Keith 
Grier,  Peggy  Branson-Gardner,  Sara 
Colm  and  Jack  W  R.  Kelly.  Receiving 
awards  from  the  Coalition  itself  were: 
Richard  Parker,  Julian  Johnson,  Tho 
Do,  Peggy  Kranz.  Danny  Insinger, 
Robert  Gordon,  Joe  Kaufman,  Wade 
Hudson,  Will  McKee.  Dan  Forte.  Bill 
Cassidy,  Olivia  Gersaba.  Dick  Park, 
Claire  Iandoli.  Kent  Taylor.  Richard 
Libby.  Barbara  Haas.  Steve  Young. 
Terry  Laine  and  Lillian  Crosthwaite. 

Nominations  for  8  seats  on  the 
agency's  21-member  board  of  direc- 
tors were  made,  followed  by  brief 
speeches  from  the  candidates  them- 
selves. Election  ballots  will  be  mailed 
out  to  paid-up  members  on  January  31 
and  must  be  returned  by  February  20, 
5  00  p  .m 

The  meeting  was  treated  to  the 
premiere  showing  of  a  new  film  on  the 
Tenderloin,  "Both  Sides  of  the  Street" 
by  former  Tenderloin  dancer  Barbara 
Neal  and  closed  out  to  the  strains  of 
"The  Tenderloin  Blues"  performed  by 
the  neighborhood's  resident  show- 
woman  Burghardt  "Burkie"  DuBois. 
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LAFAYETTE  COFFEE  SHOP— NOW  OPEN! 

250  Hyde  Street  S.F.  CA.  94102  (415)  441-4884  Hours:  7:00  a.m.  to  9:30  p.m.  except  Thursday 

Jack  Chow,  Owner/Cook  since  1973 


DINNER 

MON 

$3  40 

S3  80 

$3  85 

TUE 

S3  65 

S3  65 

WED 

S3  85 

S3  65 

THU 

$3  80 

FRI 

S3  80 

S3  65 

S3  65 

SAT 

S3  65 

S6  05 

SUN 

S3  65 

S6  05 

S3  85 

TODAY'S  DINNER  SPECIAL 

ALA  CARTE 

TURKEY  ALA  KING  $2  75 

POT  ROAST    S3  15 

ROAST  LOIN  OF  PORK      S3  20 

BEEF  STEW    S3  00 

TURKEY    S3  00 

SHORT  RIBS    S3  20 

STUFF  BELL  PEPPER        $3  00 

CORNED  BEEF    S3  15 

CORNED  BEEF    S3  15 

BAKE  HAM    S3  00 

COD  FISH    S3  00 

TURKEY    S3. 00 

PRIME  RIB  $5  35 

TENDERLOIN  TIPS  S3  00 

PRIME  RIB    S5.35 

BAR  B  Q  PORK    S3  20 

WINE  or  BEER  $1  10 


DAILY  DINNER  SPECIAL 
DINNER  ALA  CARTE 

S3  80  CROSS  RIB   $3.15 

S6  05  PRIME  RIB   $5.35 

S3  90  CHICKEN  FRIED  STEAK 

(Breaded  Top  Round  Steak)  S3  35 

S3  65  HAM  STEAK  WITH  FRUIT  S3  00 

$3  90  VEAL  CUTLETS    $3.35 

S3  50  SAUSAGE  WITH  FRUIT  S2  85 

S3  90  PORK  CHOPS    $3.35 

S3  65  WESTERN  OMELETTE    S3  00 

S3  45  LIVER  &  ONIONS    $2  80 

S3  65  GROUND  ROUND  STEAK    S3  00 

S3  45  ROAST  CHICKEN    $2  80 


Dinner  includes  soup,  salad,  bread,  tea  &  dessert. 

WE  SERVE  GOOD  BREAKFAST,  LUNCH.  AND  DINNER 
AND  AT  A  GOOD  PRICE  TOO! 


February.  1986 
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Thousands  Risk  Lives  At  Sea 

Vietnamese  Thank  U.S.  Navy 
for  Boat  People  Rescue 


by  Sara  Colm 

Several  dozen  Vietnamese  refu- 
gees from  the  Bay  Area  visited 
the  port  of  Oakland  last  month 
to  board  the  U  S.S.  Mars,  a  navy 
supply  ship  back  from  tour  in  the 
South  China  Sea  Laden  with  flowers 
and  gifts,  they  went  to  thank  the 
captain  and  crew  of  the  ship  for  having 
rescued  36  boat  refugees  last  Novem- 
ber, from  treacherous  waters  off  the 
coast  of  Vietnam. 

The  thank-you  ceremony,  initiated 
by  the  Center  for  Southeast  Asian 
Refugee  Resettlement,  was  a  reminder 
that  the  saga  of  the  boat  people  is  not 
over  even  if  it  is  no  longer  in  the  public 
eye. 

Currently  as  many  people  (roughly) 
1000  a  month)  continue  to  risk  their 
lives  at  sea  as  leave  via  the  legal 
departure  program  set  up  by  the 
United  States  and  Vietnam  Because 
over  half-a-million  people  are  on  the 
waiting  list  for  this  program,  which 
can  take  years,  many  opt  for  the  more 
dangerous  route  by  boat 

Untold  number  perish  at  sea.  At 
least  a  quarter  of  the  boats  that  do 
make  it  to  other  countries  are  brutally 
attacked  by  pirates  — sometimes  re- 
peatedly. In  many  cases  the  women 
are  raped,  the  men  killed,  and  what 
valuables  th.?y  have  are  plundered. 

Tragically,  in  recent  years  many 
passing  ships  have  been  less  than 
enthusiastic  about  picking  up  boat 
people  at  sea  because  of  the  expense 
and  inconvenience  of  having  to  take 
them  to  a  country  that  will  accept  them 
even  temporarily.  And  since  the  peak 
of  the  boat  people  crisis  (1979)  was 
years  ago.  public  sympathy  for  their 
plight  has  waned  and  skippers  of 
commercial  vessels  have  become  more 
indifferent. 

But  last  November  one  ship  did  go 
out  of  its  way  for  three  dozen  refugees 
stranded  on  the  ocean  after  escaping 
from  a  town  in  southern  Vietnam.  The 
U  S  S.  Mars  was  heading  for  the 
Philippines  from  Singapore  when  it 
spotted  the  flimsy  craft  300  miles 


southeast  of  Vietnam. 

The  tiny  boat's  engine  had  conked 
out  and  the  vessel  was  adrift  and 
leaking  badly  after  three  days  at  sea 
"Their  water  was  almost  gone  and 
they  were  down  to  rice  and  bananas." 
reported  sailor  William  O'Donnell.  19. 
He  proudly  displayed  snapshots  he"d 
taken  of  the  group,  which  ranged  in 
age  from  a  3-year-old  baby  to  a 
63-year-old  grandmother.  The  ship 
dropped  them  off  in  the  Philippines 
five  days  later,  where  they  are 
currently  in  a  refugee  camp  being  pre- 
pared for  relocation  in  the  U.S. 

The  drifting  35-foot  boat  had  been 
passed  over  by  a  commercial  vessel 
before  being  rescued  by  the  Mars 
"They  were  so  happy  to  see  us." 
remembered  O'Donnell.  who  said  the 
day  after  the  rescue  a  storm  hit.  "It's  a 
good  thing  we  picked  them  up  when 
we  did.  because  they  wouldn't  have 
survived."  he  added 

They  were  good  for  our  morale." 
commented  O'Donnell.  who  said  the 
took  up  a  collection  to  buy  toys  for  the 
kids  and  gave  them  uniforms  to  wear 
so  that  they  could  wash  their  clothes. 

Vu-duc  Vuong.  director  of  the 
refugee  center  which  organized  the 
visit,  praised  the  crew  for  picking  up 
the  refugees.  "Like  the  good  Samari- 
tan, you  took  the  refugees  on,  gave 
them  food,  medical  care  and  took  them 
to  a  safe  haven."  said  Vuong.  "We 
never  had  the  opportunity  to  say  thank 
you  to  the  men  of  the  U.S.S.  Mars  and 
by  extension  the  U.S.  government." 

Vuong  and  his  staff  presented 
Captain  Ira  Hipper  and  his  crew  with  a 
bouquet  of  flowers  and  three  laquered 
paintings  of  Vietnamese  women  in 
traditional  dress  They  also  made  a 
special  offer  to  deliver  a  home-cooked 
Vietnamese  meal  to  them  later  in  the 
week.  Hipper  gave  all  credit  to  his 
crew,  who  remained  modest. 

"We  don't  need  thanks."  said 
O'Donnell  "1  look  at  it  this  way  — if  we 
were  out  there  I'd  want  someone  to 
pick  us  up  You  don't  leave  any  human 
being  out  there  to  die." 


Year  of  the  Tiger 

Vietnamese  Usher  in  New  Year 


by  Nguyen  Huu  Liem 

The  beast  crouches,  ready  to 
pounce;  the  Year  of  the  Tiger  is 
approaching  Beginning  Feb  9, 
the  Vietnamese  community  will  cele- 
brate Tet.  the  Lunar  New  Year,  a  time 
to  commemorate  ancestors  and  be  with 
the  family  after  a  year  of  hard  work 

Back  home  before  the  war,  Tet  was 
celebrated  for  two  weeks,  but  for  Viet- 
namese in  the  Tenderloin,  this  Tet  will 
be  celebrated  for  only  a  few  days 
Many  have  their  families  left  behind  in 
Vietnam.  They  have  no  space  in  their 
crowded  apartments  to  set  up  an  altar 
for  their  ancestors.  They  have  to  go 
with  what  they  have 

1986  is  the  Year  of  the  Tiger,  a 
desirable  time  for  a  chid  to  be  born. 
The  Age  of  the  Tiger  (Tuoi  Dan) 
carries  the  image  and  characteristics 
of  the  tiger  — strong,  brave,  heroic  and 
rare. 

In  Vietnam,  people  respect  the  tiger 
as  the  god  of  the  land  animals  and 
refer  to  him  as  "sir"  (ong)  Mountain 
and  jungle  travelers  never  say  "tiger" 
(cop)  in  conversation  for  fear  of  a  tiger 
attack. 

Vietnam  has  many  folk  stories  about 
the  tiger,  such  as  the  tales  of  the 

"Devil  Tiger"  or  the  "Flying  Tiger" 
told  by  children  living  near  the  moun- 
tains  Fear  of  tigers  is  like  fear  of 


darkness,  something  people  commonly 
feel  but  don't  understand.  Before  the 
war  there  were  few  guns  to  defend 
oneself  from  aggressive  tigers.  One's 
safety  therefore  depended  largely  on 
one's  luck,  which  was  prayed  for.  For 
mountain"  folk,  the  tiger  became  a 
small  (minor)  god 

Leavenworth  Street  resident 
Nguyen  Chinh  will  celebrate  Tet  with 
eight  friends  with  whom  he  shares  an 
apartment  "It's  a  time  to  be  sad  and 
miss  relatives  living  in  Vietnam."  he 
says  He  mentions  that  even  though 
his  apartment  is  small,  it  has  a  small 
ancestor  altar  for  the  Tet  celebration. 
On  New  Year's  Eve,  Chinh  will  greet 
the  coming  year  by  burning  incense 
and  offering  food  to  the  spirit  of  his 
ancestors 

Back  in  Vietnam  before  the  war, 
when  Tet  was  celebrated  more  ela- 
borately, the  common  saying  was 
"January  is  for  celebration  and 
resting."  But  now  Vietnamese  both  at 
home  and  abroad  can't  afford  to  cele- 
brate so  long  or  so  lavishly  and  some 
parts  of  the  tradition  are  fading  out 

These  days,  not  as  many  people 
follow  the  practice  of  bidding  farewell 
to  the  kitchen  god  a  week  before  Tet 
The  kitchen  god.  who  is  said  to  be  able 
to  observe  the  actions  of  the  family 
during  the  year,  returns  to  heaven  a 
week  before  New  Year  on  a  fish  to 
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Captain  Hipper  was  called  a  "good  Samaritan"  by  Vu-duc  Vuong. 

Ordeal  on  the  High  Seas 


by  Nguyen  Huu  Liem 

Huu  Cung  Toan's  escape  from 
Vietnam  cost  him  hundreds  of 
dollars  in  bribes,  and  a  lot  of 
tears  and  terror,  for  ten  failed 
attempts 

When  Toan  finally  left  Vietnam  in 
December.  1982  for  the  high  seas  it 
was  after  four  years  of  unsuccessful 
efforts  that  had  ended  in  disaster 
Each  time  he  and  his  family  lost  all 
their  belongings,  savings,  clothing, 
food  and  even  the  boat.  One  time  he 
was  imprisoned  for  three  months  in  a 
tiny  cell  with  120  other  people  for 
trying  to  leave  Vietnam  illegally.  "It 
was  terrible.  It  was  like  hell."  he  says. 

Leaving  shore  in  the  early  hours  of 
the  morning,  Toan  and  his  family 
finally  made  it  to  sea  on  December  15. 
1982.  Packed  together  with  73  others, 
it  took  18  hours  alone  to  reach  inter- 
national waters.  The  boat  lost  its 
course  when  a  small  storm  hit  that 
night  but  managed  stay  afloat. 

The  next  morning  they  came  across 
a  Thai  fishing  ship  which  gave  them 
food  and  water  They  appeared  to  be 
good  people  said  Toan,  "but  it  was  a 
trick  They  asked  for  money  and 
jewelry  and  watches  in  exchange  for 
the  food,  but  all  they  wanted  was  to 
rob  "  And  that  was  what  they  did 

Seven  strong  men  leaped  onto 
Toan's  boat,  brandishing  axes  and 
hammers.  They  searched  everyone  for 
jewelry  and  money  and  then  ransacked 
the  boat  and  destroyed  the  engine  in 
their  search  for  gold 

A  few  hours  later,  pirates  on  another 
ship  stopped  by,  searched  the  boat, 
and  took  what  the  previous  robbers 
had  left  behind.  Within  fifteen  min- 
utes they  had  taken  everything  — 
"even  the  smallest  thing"  — remem- 


bers Toan  bitterly  With  the  boat  now 
completely  pillaged  and  ransacked 
everyone  thought  that  would  be  the  last 
time  they  would  be  hit.  They  were 
mistaken. 

Morning  had  barely  dawned  when 
more  pirates  — this  time  a  large  group 
with  four  ships  — intercepted  Toan's 
boat  again.  To  prevent  their  escape 
they  tied  Toan's  boat  to  their  ships  as 
more  than  20  pirates  jumped  on  board 
"They  were  merciless,"  says  Toan 
Though  there  was  nothing  left  to  take, 
the  pirates  ordered  the  refugees  to 
take  off  all  their  clothes  except  a  pair 
of  underwear  for  the  men  and  a  shirt 
and  pants  for  the  women.  The  rest  of 
their  clothing  was  handed  over  to  the 
pirates,  who  left  an  hour  later 

The  next  day  — their  third  at  sea  — 
yet  another  pirate  ship  paused  at  the 
ship  of  exhausted  and  terrified  refu- 
gees but  left  because  they  saw  nothing 
left  to  take  And  again  the  next 
morning  one  more  pirate  ship  went  by 
but  left  for  the  same  reason. 

Near  the  end  of  the  fourth  day  they 
reached  the  shores  of  Thailand,  where 
local  police  took  them  to  a  United 
Nations  refugee  camp.  Toan  says  that 
the  Thai  police  treated  them  in  an 
arbitrary  and  bullying  manner  But  at 
the  refugee  camp  they  were  given  kind 
treatment  and  eventually  resettled  in 
the  United  States 

Now  living  on  Ellis  Street,  Toan  says 
that  his  ordeal  was  nothing  compared 
to  that  of  other  boat  people.  "It  was  a 
miracle  that  we  reached  Thailand 
safely."  he  says.  "Many  never  make  it 
(to  the  high  sea)  Countless  boats  are 
robbed,  the  women  raped,  and  every- 
one else  killed."  Nonetheless,  Toan 
predicts  that  many  people  will  contin- 
ue to  take  that  chance  and  try  to 
escape  by  sea 


report  to  the  Big  God  and  ask  for  its 
blessing.  Sending  the  kitchen  god  to 
Heaven  means  praying  for  a  good 
report  as  well  as  a  new  year  with 
enough  food  for  the  family 

Precautions  are  taken  during  Tet  to 
positively  influence  the  coming  year 
Words  and  actions  and  social  visits, 
especially  during  the  first  morning  of 
the  new  year,  are  handled  with  great 
care  to  avoid  an  entire  year  of  bad 
luck. 

This  year,  the  Vietnamese  com- 
munity does  not  plan  a  major  event  to 
celebrate  Tet  in  San  Francisco, 
although  celebrations  will  be  held  in 
San  Mateo  and  Marin  counties  as  well 
as  San  Jose,  where  over  40,000  people 
are  expected 

While  Vietnamese  Tet  comes  at  the 
same  time  as  Chinese  New  Year,  the 
two  celebrations  differ  in  many 
respects.  Unique  to  the  Vietnamese 
New  Year  tradition  is  the  cooking  of 
special  "round"  and  "square"  rice 
cakes,  as  well  as  taking  "mai"  —  a  kind 
of  cherry  blossom  — as  the  flower  for 
the  new  year 

Tet  is  a  family  holiday  for  the  Viet- 
namese, similar  to  Thanksgiving  for 
Americans.  It  is  a  time  for  cominq  back 


to  family  and  homeland,  to  repair 
ancestors'  graves  and   to  do  good 

deeds. 

Tenderloin  stores  are  well  stocked 
with  supplies  for  Tet  celebrations. 

Business  goes  up  as  Tet  is  coming 
because  people  come  to  buy  things 
that  are  not  available  in  regular 
American  stores,"  says  Mrs  Le  Van 
Tao  of  the  Vietnamese  department 
store  on  Eddy  Street  The  big  sellers 
during  this  time  are  silk  for  the 
traditional  "ao  dai"  dresses,  incense. 
Tet  games,  clothes  and  rice  cakes 
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The  People's  TV 

The  fight  for  community  control  over 
Channel  25.  San  Francisco's  public 
access  cable  television  station,  now 
run  by  the  Viacom  cable  company,  will 
go  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  Culture 
and  Recreation  Committee  for  a 
hearing  on  Feb.  6 

An  advisory  committee  appointed  by 
the  Supervisors  will  present  a  proposal 
to  create  an  independent  non-profit 
corporation  that  would  operate  Chan- 


nel 25  independently  from  Viacom. 
Committee  members  say  that  Viacom 
has  placed  low  priority  on  the 
operations  of  the  station  and  that  it 
suffers  from  equipment  and  program 
quality. 

Tenderloin  community  leader  Leroy 
Looper,  a  member  of  the  advisory 
committee,  says  that  Channel  25  has 
tremendous  potential  for  serving  com- 
munity needs  and  points  to  other  cities 
where  public  access  cable  stations  are 
flourishing.  He  said  it  is  very 
important  that  people  turn  out  for  the 
hearing,  which  will  take  place  at  2 
p  m  in  room  228  of  City  Hall 


So-Lo  Headed  to  Old  Safeway  Site 


So-Lo  Super,  the  independent 
grocery  that  operates  a  small 
supermarket  on  Geary  Street, 
has  obtained  a  lease  for  the  old 
Safeway  market  at  Bush  and  Larkin 
streets  and  expects  to  open  the  store 
on  March  1. 

This  is  good  news  for  people  in  the 
Tenderloin,  who  had  been  fighting  to 
get  another  supermarket  in  the  neigh- 
borhood ever  since  Safeway  abruptly 
closed   its   doors   three   years  ago. 

Tremendous."  was  the  reaction  of 
Don  Feeser,  the  president  of  the  North 
of  Market  Planning  Coalition,  who 
fought  the  Safeway  closing,  fought  the 
possible  leasing  of  the  site  to  a  health 
spa  and  has  steadfastly  insisted  that 


another  supermarket  should  occupy 
the  space.  "This  is  a  community 
victory  and  came  about  because  the 
whole  community  got  involved  in  the 

issue." 

So-Lo  President  Harry  Korss  said 
the  new  market,  even  though  larger, 
will  have  the  same  "personable, 
neighborhood  atmosphere"  as  does 
the  Geary  Street  market,  which  is 
quite  popular  among  neighborhood 
residents  for  its  friendly  staff.  Korss 
also  said  the  new  store  would  have  50 
employees. 

Korss  said  he  had  obtained  a  "very 
long-term"  lease  for  the  site  at  a  rental 
rate  "that  was  fair  to  both  parties"  but 
declined  to  elaborate  further. 


New  Therapist  Helps  Vietnamese 


by  Nguyen  Huu  Liem 

The  Tenderloin  Mental  Health 
Clinic  at  251  Hyde  Street  has  a 
new  therapist  for  the  Viet 
namese  community  in  the  Tenderloin, 
Joseph  Tran.  Tran,  57,  formerly  a 
supervisor  at  U  S  Catholic  Charities  in 
Oakland,  is  familiar  with  the  Bay  Area 
refugee  community. 

Tran  says  that  many  Southeast 
Asian  refugees  have  emotional  prob- 
lems "They  suffer  anxiety,  depres- 
sion and  loneliness  because  they  are 
away  from  home  and  many  have  left 
their  families  behind."  says  Tran, 
They  can't  speak  the  language  and 
have  no  one  to  talk  to  Their  whole 
environment  and  the  shock  of  a  new 
culture  is  a  source  of  constant  tension 
and  stress."  he  adds 

Most  Asians  prefer  to  talk  about 
their  problems  with  members 
of  their  family,  according  to  Tran. 
Consequently  they  sometimes  allow 
emotional  problems  to  build  up  to  the 
point  of  crisis  before  seeking  help  from 


anyone  outside  their  family.  Tran  is 
optimistic  that  the  Clinic's  resources 
can  help  prevent  these  crises,  once  the 
Asian  community  knows  of  their  avail- 
ability. 

Tran's  duties  are  broadly  defined. 
He  will  do  outreach  and  receive 
Vietnamese-speaking  clients  referred 
by  other  organizations.  "Tran  is  free 
in  his  approach  to  Vietnamese  cli- 
ents." says  Cindy  Gyori,  the  Clinic's 
coordinator. 

Gyori  acknowledges  the  concern 
that  Vietnamese  may  hesitate  to  go  to 
the  clinic  to  talk  about  their  problems 
with  staff  "It's  a  cultural  factor  that 
we're  aware  of."  she  says.  "But  this  is 
an  important  step  in  the  right 
direction." 

The  clinic,  at  251  Hyde  Street,  has  a 
drop-in  service  from  9  a.m.  to  7  p.m. 
Monday  through  Friday.  Tran  can  be 
reached  at  586-5987  during  the  week. 
Fees  are  based  on  a  sliding  scaie,  says 
Gyori,  assuring  that  "no  one  will  be 
turned  away  for  any  reason."  Medical 
insurance  and  Medi  care  are  accepted 


Focus  Calls  Times  "The  Best" 


The  Tenderloin  Times  was  declared 
"the  best  community  newspaper" 
in  the  Bay  Area  by  San  Francisco 
Focus  magazine  last  month  as  part 
of  the  magazine's  annual  "Best  and 
Worst  Awards."  The  following  is  a 
letter  sent  to  The  Times  by  San 
Francisco  Focus,  followed  by  the 
write-up  on  The  Times  that  was 
included  in  the  January  Focus. 

Letter: 

Editors, 

San  Francisco  Focus  is  pleased  to 
inform  you  that  you  have  been 
honored  in  this  year's  Best  and 
Worst  Awards,  featured  in  our 
January  issue. 

In  an  areas  abouding  with 
excellence,  it  is  quite  an  accom- 
plishment to  have  been  selected  as 
"Best"  by  our  panel  of  judges.  As  a 
tribute  to  you,  we  will  be  sending 
you  an  award  certificate. 


More  than  400,000  readers  will  be 
apprised  of  your  greatness.  Our 
heartiest  congratulations! 

All  the  "Best," 
Amy  Greenberg 
Promotion  Coordinator 

San  Francisco  Focus  magazine 
write-up: 

BEST  Community  Newspaper:  The 
Tenderloin  Times.  This  gutsy  tab- 
loid has  consistently  investigated 
nefarious  goings-on  in  this  part  of 
the  city  that  few  of  us  care  to  think 
too  much  about.  Many  of  its  stories 
have  served  as  the  basis  for 
television  news  investigative  fea- 
tures, such  as  the  holdings  of 
German  slumlord  Guenter  Kaus- 
sen.  Last  year  the  newspaper  began 
to  run  stories  in  Lao,  Cambodian 
and  Vietnamese.  This  is  what 
serving  one's  community  is  all 
about. 


Traffic  Crossing  Guards  Are  Coming 


After  months  of  discussion  with  the 
Tenderloin  Children's  Committee  on 
Traffic  Safety,  the  police  department 
has  agreed  to  assign  crossing  guards 
outside  Boeddeker  Park  on  school  days 
from  2:30  to  5:30  p.m.  Never  before  in 
San  Francisco  have  guards  been 
placed  anywhere  except  near  schools, 
but  Sgt.  Fred  Pardella  agreed  that  the 
concentration  of  children  in  the  area 
justifies  this  unprecedented  action. 


The  neighborhood  committee  con- 
tinues to  pursue  further  steps  to 
protect  the  safety  of  Tenderloin 
children.  People  with  ideas  about 
needed  changes  in  traffic  lights  and 
locations  for  "children  at  play"  signs 
are  encouraged  to  call  Vibha  Lai  or 
Midge  Wilson  at  the  Bay  Area 
Women's  Resource  Center.  474-2400 
The  next  meeting  of  the  Children's 
Safety  Committee  will  be  Feb.  19  at 
11  30  at  318  Leavenworth. 


Advice  On  Section  8 


by  Andy  Andrews 

More  than  200  people  jammed 
into  Reality  Art  Workshop  late 
last  month  to  learn  more  about 
Section  8  housing  and  how  it  may 
prevent  their  rent  from  rising  above  30 
percent  of  their  annual  income 

Section  8  is  a  federally-funded 
program  run  by  the  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development  to 
assist  low-  and  moderate- income  in- 
dividuals locate  affordable  housing  in 
their  community.  Under  the  plan,  the 
government  gives  money  to  hotel  and 
apartment  owners  to  supplement  the 
rents  collected  from  tenants. 

But  applicants  who  wish  to  learn  the 
addresses  of  Section  8  buildings  have 
not  had  much  luck  locating  them.  The 
North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition 
decided  to  do  something  about  it 

Much  to  their  surprise,  the  meeting 
room  filled  to  the  rafters  with  people 
who  came  to  learn  about  how  to  apply. 
The  session  was  opened  by  Don 
Feeser,  planning  coalition  president. 


ATTENTION 
MERCHANTS 

•  Have  a  job  opening? 

•  Call  the  JOB  BOARD 

now 

•  We  have  hard  working, 
enthusiastic  youth. 

776-2102  x  38  or  39 


followed  by  attorney  Ed  Weil  of  San 
Francisco  Neighborhood  Legal  Assis- 
tance Foundation,  who  informed  the 
audience  of  eligibility  requirements 
and  how  the  system  works 

In  order  to  qualify  for  Section  8 
housing,  an  applicant  must  be  dis- 
abled, elderly  or  a  family  with 
children,  and  must  be  low-income.  A 
single  individual  is  allowed  to  make  up 
to  $14,500  annually  without  losing 
eligibility  Two  people  living  in  the 
same  household  are  allowed  $16,500 
annually;  three  people.  $18,600;  and  a 
family  of  four,  no  more  than  $20,000 
per  year 

In  San  Francisco,  there  is  no  one 
central  location  for  applications,  which 
must  be  picked  up  directly  from 
participating  landlords 

The  North  of  Market  Planning 
Coalition.  295  Eddy,  474-2164,  has  an 
updated  list  of  participating  hotels  and 
apartment  buildings  and  can  provide 
detailed  information  to  interested 
individuals. 


CASH  PRIZES 
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City  Levels  South  of  Market 
Shantytown 


Cambodians  Break  into 
the  Business  World 


photo:  Greg  Gaar 

Mayor  Feinstein,  with  city  officials  in  tow,  paid  a  visit  to  the  South  of  Market 
shantytown  two  days  before  she  had  it  bulldozed. 

continued  from  page  1 

Health  officials  also  insisted  that 
accumulated  garbage,  the  use  of 
butane  stoves  and  the  lack  of  toilets 
and  running  water  made  the  site 
dangerous  and  unsanitary.  "It's  just  a 
dump.-'  said  Health  department 
spokesman  Paul  Barnes. 

The  shantytown  was  discovered  by 
the  city  after  officials  of  the  Golden 
Gate  Disposal  Company,  which  has 
offices  next  door  the  village,  phoned  in 
a  complaint  to  the  office  of  Supervisor 
John  Molinari  Molinari's  office  said 
they  referred  the  matter  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Works,  which  called  the 
Health  Department. 


Residents  of  the  shantytown  con- 
sidered fighting  the  eviction  and  even 
met  with  attorneys  In  the  end. 
though,  the  threat  of  eviction  and  the 
mayor's  personal  charm  convinced 
them  to  go  without  resistance.  Not. 
however,  without  sadness. 

"There's  a  lot  of  things  I  like  about 
this  place."  said  Wendell  Edwards. 
"It's  like  we're  fixing  to  lose  some- 
thing like  a  father  or  a  wife.  We  were 
dependent  on  this  place  to  help  get  us 
through 

"We  had  a  real  community  here.  I 
feel  like  it  was  heaven  compared  to  all 
the  things  that's  going  on  out  there." 


Local  Two,  Ramada 
Square  Off  in  Union  Drive 


continued  from  page  1 

told  The  Times  that  the  stress  on 
details  such  as  dust  on  light  bulbs  and 
the  number  of  pieces  of  stationery  in 
the  drawer  is  unrealistic  given  their 
heavy  work  loads 

We  never  ever  take  a  break  or  we 
won't  finish  all  our  rooms."  said  one 
housekeeper  "If  management  wants 
to  do  something  against  us.  they  can 
always  use  quality  control  as  their 
weapon." 

"Yes.  there  is  a  big  attention  to 
detail."  responded  Cooper  "A  guest 
who  returns  expects  to  see  what  they 
saw  before 

One  housekeeper  told  The  Times 
that  after  she  once  voiced  support  for 
the  union,  her  quality  control  scores 
suddenly  declined  and  she  was  called 
into  a  supervisor's  office  for  a  verbal 
warning  on  her  job  performance. 

Goetchius  charges  that  management 
has  not  cooperated  with  the  union 
organizers  by  giving  them  a  complete 
and  up-to-date  list  of  employees. 
Cooper  however  insists  that  they  have 
given  the  union  the  "most  complete 


list  we  have  If  there  are  any 
deficiencies,  it's  because  the  em- 
ployees haven't  given  us  the  right 
information."  she  says. 

Goetchius  also  charges  that  several 
housekeepers  reported  seeing  head 
supervisor  Ed  Suarez  outside  a  union 
meeting  at  Golden  Gate  and  Leaven- 
worth on  January  13  with  a  notebook 
as  if  he  were  taking  names  of  union 
supporters  If  true,  this  monitoring 
would  be  a  violation  of  federal  regu- 
lations Cooper  says  that  Suarez 
denies  having  been  there. 

The  hotel's  new  general  manager. 
John  Kirk,  argues  that  the  hotel 
merely  wants  the  workers  to  "under- 
stand their  choices  The  union  can't 
guarantee  job  security,  only  a  success- 
ful hotel  business  can."  he  says. 

Walter  Johnson,  president  of  the 
San  Francisco  Labor  Council,  vows  to 
keep  a  close  eye  on  the  battle.  "An 
unorganized  hotel  is  an  insult  to  the 
community."  Johnson  told  The  Times. 
"We  in  the  labor  movement  will  pitch 
in  wherever  necessary." 


BONGO'S  RESTAURANT 

208-210  Eddy  St.  near  Taylor,  928-5368 
Open  7  days,  7a.m.  to  9  p.m. 

FINE  SEAFOOD,  STEAK  AND  HAMBURGERS 
BREAKFAST  SERVED  ALL  DAY 

$1.99  BREAKFAST 

Ham/Bacon/Sausage,   Two   Eggs,   Hash  Browns, 
Toast,  Fresh  Fruit 

$4.99  NEW  YORK  CUT 

Vi  LB  steak  with  vegetable,  rice  or  potato  &  dinner 
roll 

$3.99  SAUTE  BAY  SHRIMP   With  vegetable,  nee  and  roll 


by  Sophath  Pak 

In  recent  years  dozens  of  small 
shops  and  restaurants  owned  by 
Southeast  Asian  refugees  have 
sprung  up  in  the  Tenderloin,  revitali- 
zing the  neighborhood.  But  most  ot 
these  businesses  are  owned  by  Viet- 
namese or  Chinese-Vietnamese  refu- 
gees. Newcomers  from  Laos  and  Cam- 
bodia have  not  established  many 
businesses  yet  because  generally  they 
arrived  later  than  the  Vietnamese  and 
haven't  had  as  much  time  to  learn  the 
language  or  get  used  to  the  American 
system  And  arriving  from  primarily 
rural  societies,  they  lack  a  familiarity 
with  urban  life  and  the  details  of 
running  a  business  that  many  Viet- 
namese had  upon  arrival. 

Nonetheless,  in  San  Francisco  there 
are  notable  success  stories.  Thai  Video 
and  Vientiane  Market  in  the  Tender- 
loin are  both  operated  by  Laotion 
refugees  In  1983  a  major  shopping 
mall  was  opened  in  Chinatown  by 
Willie    Honq.    a    Cambodian.  And 


recently  Cambodian  restaurants  have 
brightened  the  Tenderloin  food  scene 

To  encourage  and  assist  other 
potential  entrepreneurs,  a  group  of 
Cambodian  leaders  and  businessmen 
formed  an  organization  late  last  year 
called  the  "Cambodian  American 
Chamber  of  Commerce  '*  Sayonn  Sok. 
who  helps  run  a  Cambodian  restaurant 
in  Castro  Valley  and  works  with  the 
Cambodian  Women's  Association, 
said  she'd  like  all  Cambodian  busi- 
nesspeople  to  cooperate  with  the 
association  which  she  said  "might 
help  more  Cambodian  refugees  to 
become  self-sufficient." 

The  chamber  plans  to  offer  free  or 
low-cost  counseling  to  Cambodian 
refugees  thinking  about  starting  their 
own  businesses.  In  the  future  they 
hope  to  provide  legal  and  accounting 
services,  business  plan  development, 
financial  planning  and  marketing 
studies,  according  to  Sok.  Still  in  the 
formative  stages,  the  group  is  current- 
ly working  on  its  structure  and  bylaws. 
For  more  information  call  Sayonn  Sok 
at  881-9096 


photo:  Greg  Gaar 

Ky  Bunthany,  owner  of  a  new  Jones  Street  sandwich  shop,  joins  other 
Cambodians  setting  up  shop  in  the  Tenderloin. 
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Rent  Increases  Cause  Hardship 

Nonprofit  Landlord,  Tenants  Grapple  with  Increased  Costs 


by  Sara  Colm 

Tenderloin  tenants  getting  rent 
increases  they  cannot  afford  is 
becoming  commonplace  these 
days.  So  it  was  no  surprise  to  tenant 
organizer  Sokchea  Tea  when  a  new 
group  of  Cambodian  tenants  consulted 
with  him  about  a  disturbing  rent  hike. 
But  this  time  the  landlord  is  a  non- 
profit corporation  whose  aim  is  to 
provide  affordable  housing 

Facing  increased  utility  costs  and 
having  to  pay  back  a  rehabilitation 
loan.  Eddy-Hyde  Partnership,  the 
owner  of  485  Eddy  and  an  affiliate  of 
the  non-profit  ASIAN,  Inc..  notified 
tenants  in  December  that  their  rents 
would  rise  roughly  $40  a  month  — a  13 
percent  jump 

Owner's  representative  Tak  Chang 
says  they've  been  struggling  to  break 
even  but  have  "been  in  the  red  for 
three  years  " 

A'  a  meeting  between  tenants  and 
Chang  in  early  December  where  the 
increase  was  explained.  Samrin  Huy,  a 
mother  of  four  on  welfare  was 
outspoken  about  the  bind  it  was  going 
to  put  her  in  "1  was  angry."  she  said. 
"If  my  rent  goes  up  I  will  not  have 
enough  for  me  and  my  children  to  live 
on." 

Others  followed  her  lead  and  ac- 
companied her  to  the  North  of  Market 
Planning  Coalition  for  assistance. 
"There's  no  way  I  can  pay  this  much." 
explained  Chei  Roun.  whose  rent  will 
rise  from  $315  to  $355  a  month,  almost 
half  of  the  welfare  (AFDC)  grant  he 
uses  to  support  his  pregnant  wife  and 
two  children. 

Another  tenant.  Van  Sach.  has  an 
income  so  low  that  when  he  can,  he 
sells  miniature  ivory  Buddhas  he 
carves  to  get  some  cash.  Sach  receives 
$288  a  month  from  General  Assis- 
tance, out  of  which  $175  goes  toward 
his  share  of  the  studio  he  shares  with  a 
friend. 

Upon    contacting    the  Tenderloin 


photo:  Greg  Gaar 

Tak  Chang  explains  the  impending  increase  to  Eddy  Street  tenants. 


Housing  Clinic,  the  tenants  learned 
that  the  increase  is  legal  and  cannot  be 
fought  in  court  The  bulk  of  the 
increase  is  for  the  cost  of  a  Rehabili- 
tation Assistance  Program  (RAP)  loan 
taken  out  by  the  owners,  the  cost  of 
which  can  legally  be  passed  through  to 
tenants. 

But  many  of  the  tenants,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  North  of  Market 
Planning  Coalition,  have  continued  to 
resist  the  increase.  They  circulated  a 
petition  requesting  that  the  owners 
meet  with  them  to  discuss  minimizing 
the  hike. 

At  a  meeting  between  tenants  and 
Chang  on  January  21,  Samrin  and 
Roun.  speaking  on  behalf  of  the 
others,  explained  the  tenants'  hard- 
ship and  proposed  that  the  owners 
consider  a  percentage  reduction  of  the 
impending  increase  Chang  was  un- 
able to  make  a  commitment  on  behalf 
of  the  corporation  at  that  time. 

Chang  explained  that  the  rent  hike 
consists  of  the  annual  allowable  4% 
plus  a  pass-through  for  increased 
PG&E  costs,  as  well  as  the  cost  of  the 
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RAP  loan. 

Chang  told  The  Times  that  the 
owners  are  aware  that  many  of  the 
tenants  are  on  welfare  and  that  "the 
increase  is  a  financial  burden  to  them" 
so  they  decided  to  allow  tenants  to 
gradually  pay  the  increase  over  six 
months,  rather  than  hitting  them  with 
the  full  amount  all  at  once. 

He  also  mentioned  the  wear  and  tear 
on  the  building,  as  well  as  extra  use  of 
heat,  water  and  gas  because  of  the 
number  of  people  living  there.  'Every 
time  we  visit  the  building  we  see  more 
and  more  people,"  he  said.  "We  have 
increased  utility  costs  and  the  building 
takes  a  great  beating  — a  lot  of  repair 
work  is  needed  every  month.  It  all 
translates  into  financial  hardship  for 
the  owner." 

Chang  says  that  while  the  Eddy- 
Hyde  Partnership  has  lost  an  esti- 
mated $15,000  since  they  took  the 
building  over  in  August  1982.  the 
owner  is  willing  to  negotiate  any 
"hardship  cases  "  But  he  pointed  out 
that  even  with  the  increase,  most  will 
be  paying  less  than  market  rate  in  the 


Tenderloin. 

"I  hope  they  will  not  move  out,"  he 
said.  "But  they  may  find  themselves 
paying  similar  rents  elsewhere." 
Chang  added  that  tenants  may  have  a 
hard  time  finding  another  place  since 
many  owners  "don't  like  to  rent  to 
Asians  because  of  the  number  of 
people  in  their  families." 

Even  if  their  rents  are  lower  than  the 
current  asking  price  on  vacant  units  in 
the  neighborhood,  the  current  increase 
will  "make  it  a  struggle"  to  meet 
expenses  for  most  of  the  tenants, 
according  to  tenant  Sopheap  Ul. 
Samrin  can't  pay  the  increase  without 
cutting  back  on  food  and  clothes  for 
her  children  Roun  can't  pay  for  his 
school  books  for  City  College  and  talks 
of  moving  to  Stockton.  And  Sach 
fingers  the  ivory  amulet  he's  carved, 
perhaps  praying  for  some  solution. 

"We  have  no  intention  to  evict  them 
or  drive  them  out,"  says  Chang  "We 
want  to  keep  them  here.  At  the  same 
time  we  want  to  keep  the  building 
there  (also)." 

Renter's  Rebates 

Every  California  renter  is  eligible  to 
get  an  annual  $60  tax  refund  from  the 
State  of  California.  The  North  of 
Market  Planning  Coalition  will  hold  a 
public  forum  Thursday,  Feb.  13  at  5 
p.m.  at  the  YMCA.  220  Golden  Gate. 
Speakers  in  five  languages  — Chinese, 
Vietnamese,  Khmer.  Lao  and  English 
—  will  be  available  to  help  people 
complete  the  required  application 
form  People  should  bring  their  Social 
Security  number  and  the  name  and 
address  of  their  landlord. 


Support  our 
Advertisers! 


JOBS 


Sizzler 

Steak  •  Seafood  •  Salad 


HIRING 

NEW  SAN  FRANCISCO  SIZZLER 

Looking  for  bright,  energetic  individuals 
Training  provided. 


For  interview  appointment  ca 
Christina  or  Richard 
Monday  March  3  at  673-7223 

Between  9:30  -  4:30 


JOBS 


LIVING 


Tenderloin  Times  8 


A  Day  in  the  Life 


Homeless 


Long 


Lines  and  Red  Tape 
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An  unidentified  homeless  man  passes  the  time  late  at  night 


Following  is  an  account  of  a  day  in 
the  life  of  a  more  or  less  typical 
homeless  person,  based  on  the 
author's  own  experiences. 

by  Michael  Wood 

In  the  doorway  where  he  sleeps. 
Walt  awakens  to  the  sound  of  foot- 
steps Peering  from  beneath  his 
worn,  soiled  blanket,  he  spies  the 
source.  An  old  man  passes.  Grim 
against  the  fog.  the  grizzled  figure 
trudges  towards  Saint  Anthony's 
Dining  Room,  rumpled  shirt  and  jacket 
collars  pressed  to  the  neck. 

The  grip  of  hunger  pales  the  dawn. 
Wrapping  his  bed,  Walt  follows.  He 
moves  quietly,  a  shambling  shadow 
versus  the  grey  stone  of  the  city.  He 
passes  old  bundles  of  carpet,  stained 
and  burned  blankets  and  sleeping 
bags  tucked  into  doorways  and  alleys. 
'Need  to  keep  an  eagle  eye  out,''  he 
says  to  himself  Morning  is  a  good 
time  for  mugging 

The  line  at  Anthony's  moves  list- 
lessly forward  The  unwashed,  ragged, 
aged  and  deranged  stand  in  solitude. 
Walt  moves  into  the  building,  glad  to 
be  out  of  the  cold,  wet  wind.  One  of  the 
directing  volunteers  speaks  quietly, 
kindly  Walt  steps  to  the  desk  and 
picks  a  pastry.  It  is  clean  but  stale  and 
gone  in  three  bites. 

As  the  guard  opens  the  Welfare 
office  door,  a  mass  of  applicants  surge 
forward  as  though  the  street  were  on 
fire  Walt  and  his  friend  George  run  to 
get  a  place  in  line,  knowing  that  half 
will  be  turned  away  to  return 
tomorrow.  Walt  has  been  on  and  off 
General  Assistance  and  knows  the 
ropes  He  has  promised  to  help 
George,  who  wants  a  room  and  phone 
with  which  to  find  a  job. 

The  grey-green  walls  and  aging 
spartan  furniture  complement  the 
ragtag  assortment  of  people  who  fill 
the  Great  Hall  of  the  General  Assis- 
tance Office  The  depressive  air  is 
filled  with  harsh  calls  coming  from  an 
unseen  loudspeaker,  "Number  76, 
come  to  window  B! ,  Number  24,  report 
to  window  4! ." 

Walt  shows  George  how  to  fill  ojt 
the  many  pages  of  application,  what  to 
write  and  what  not  to  write.  Two  hours 
later,  George's  number  is  called 
Security  is  tight  and  Walt  cannot  go 
with  him  to  see  the  case  worker  Half 
an  hour  later,  George  returns  He 
cannot  prove  how  he  has  supported 
himself  for  the  last  six  months 
Denied 

Back  at  Anthony's  for  lunch.  The 
line  moves  quickly,  quietly.  A  man  in 
front  of  Walt  carries  two  suitcases  and 
talks  to  an  invisible  friend  In  the 
building,  soft  elevator  music  perme- 
ates the  air  of  body  odor  A  shelf  above 
the  entrance  hall  holds  a  plaster  statue 
of  the  house  saint  feeding  a  beggar 


and  holding  an  angelic  baby.  Another 
man  sings  into  a  one-foot  length  of 
broomstick  Those  who  have  eaten 
pass.  Some  stagger,  many  limp.  Some 
have  crutches  or  missing  limbs. 

Inside  the  dining  room,  many  talk 
together  and  laugh,  spirits  lifted  by 
the  meal  Food  is  served  to  those  not 
well  enough  to  tolerate  the  line  by  an 
assortment  of  volunteers  — punks,  se- 
niors, teenagers  and  queens  Twenty 
minutes  later.  Walt  sits  enjoying  the 
food  — rice  and  meat  sauce  of  some 
kind.  A  man  becomes  loud,  angry. 
Several  staff  members  go  to  him.  He 
wants  to  fight.  They  listen  to  him  and 
speak  from  the  heart.  He  quiets  and 
blends  back  into  the  crowd. 

The  fog  cleared,  the  air  is  warm  and 
lazy.  Walt  walks  on  Market  Street 
Vendors  on  the  sidewalk  dot  the  way 
Two  bearded  men  questioned  by  the 
police  Panhandlers  everywhere. 
George  bums  two  cigarettes.  Sixth 
Street  and  pawn  shops  bare  dreams  of 
shiny  guns,  radios,  trumpets  and 
jewelry.  Walt  stares.  A  balding  man 
steps  outside,  smiles  He  says  he  can 
give  a  good  deal  on  the  TV  in  Walt's 
eye.  Embarrassed  and  broke.  Walt 
mumbles  that  he  is  only  looking  and 
leaves. 

The  Ozanam  Center  is  crowded 
Many  play  cards  or  talk  or  drink  coffee. 
Walt  listens  to  plans  of  hopping  a  10 
p.m.  train  to  Stockton,  stories  of 
emotional  and  physical  devastation, 
hopes  of  finding  employment,  and 
gossip  on  community  resources.  Some- 
one mentions  that  they  received  help 
with  GA  from  Hospitality  House. 
George  smiles,  he  and  Walt  decide  to 
check  it  out. 

At  Hospitality  House,  the  crowd 
consists  of,  60  men  and  15  women. 
Walt  learns  from  a  staff  member 
where  to  go  sit  for  SOS,  the  depart- 
ment which  may  be  able  to  help. 
Across  the  room,  a  line  of  people 
extends  from  the  "mail''  desk  A 
football  game  is  on  TV  George  comes 
out  of  SOS  with  a  paper.  The  man  in 
the  office  has  told  him  that  it  will  help. 
George  has  also  been  told  he  can  get 
free,  clean,  used  clothes  in  the 
clothing  closet.  They  do  so. 

The  dinner  line  at  Glide  Memorial 
Church  is  lengthy.  There  are  several 
monitors.  Herded  from  the  sidewalk 
into  a  parking  lot  and  back,  it  takes  one 
hour  to  reach  the  front  of  the  line.  A 
man  periodically  comes  out  of  the 
building  and  says.  "Run  'em!"  As  he 
does  so,  Walt  and  29  others  are  led 
into  the  basement  of  the  church  Trays 
are  served  by  young,  clean-looking 
people  It  is  hot  turkey  and  dressing 

The  drizzle  is  steady  By  eating 
dinner.  Walt  has  already  missed  the  4 
p.m  line  for  shelter  tickets  at  Old  St. 
Mary's  church  He  goes  to  the  Gospel 
Mission  at  5  p.m.  but  is  too  far  back  in 


the  tender  side 


by  Robin  Wechsler 

The  joy  of  no-cooking  has  hit  the 
Tenderloin  Lisa  Toalson  and 
friends  spent  several  weeks 
taste-testing  "no  cook"  recipes  which 
will  be  compiled  into  a  special  no-cook 
book  (or  what  do  you  do  after  fruit 
salad?).  Resident's  contributions  in- 
cluded Jean  Hill's  blue  cheese  dress- 
ing. Father  Leonard  Smith's  orange 
jello  with  fruit  cocktail.  Lou  Green's 
beet  borscht  with  sour  cream,  Frances 
Middleton's  tofu  delight,  Minnie  Fry's 
quick  lunch.  Flora  Harvey's  artichoke 
salad.  Richard  Anselmo's  gourmet 
tuna  sandwich  and  Melissa  McNeill's 
cranberry  delight.  All  the  book's 
recipes  can  be  easily  and  affordably 
prepared  in  one's  room  without  a  stove 
or  heating  appliance.  Due  out  in  a  few 
months,  the  book  will  also  contain  a 
section  of  no-cook  recipes  from  famous 
San  Franciscans  (Dwight  Clark,  Art 
Hoppe.  and  Joel  Bartlett  to  name  a 
few) . 

Underwear  selling  for  one  dollar?  I 
was  surprised  to  find  these  affordable 
drawers  among  the  other  good  buys  at 
the  neighborhood's  non-profit  food 
store,  the  Tenderloin  Trading  Post, 
476  Eddy.  Anne  Cooper,  director  of 
the  Tenderloin  Community  Endeavor, 
which  established  the  store,  reports 
that  business  has  tripled  since  the 
store  began  operations  last  May  A 
number  of  volunteers  have  been 
especially  generous  with  their  time 
and  energy:  Tom  Deadman,  Jodee 
Monroe.  Hugh  Reid.  Walter  Todd,  and 
Rossand  Roundtree.  Jodee  Monroe 
will  soon  be  coordinating  cooking 
demonstrations  and  taste-testing  in 
the  store. 

Tenderloin  kids  from  the  YMCA's 
photography  club  helped  produce  a 
slide  show  for  the  Y's  sustaining 
campaign  They  picked  the  theme  for 
the  show  and  took  the  pic's.  Eric 
Hanserd.  Yen  Phung,  Ann  Phung.  Da 
Meas,  Keng  Choutran.  Polo  Sok  and 
Raymond  Lee  plus  Y  senior  program 
member  Bill  Jarrett  were  all  involved 
in  the  slide  show  work  for  this  "Be  A 
Hero"  fundraiser. 


It's  high  time  for  high  noon  theatre 
again  EXITheatre's  production  of 
"Trifles."  a  1916  feminist  mystery  will 
be  playing  in  February  and  March- 
watch  for  announcements  for  dates. 
The,  cast  of  Trifles  includes  Donna 
Robins,  Randy  Denham,  Lauren  Lund- 
gren,  Dan  Higgins,  and  Richard 
Livingston.  Written  by  Susan  Glaspell 
and  directed  by  Christina  Augello, 
with  sets  by  Craig  Lasha.  the  play  is 
sure  to  provide  great  lunchtime  enter- 
tainment for  all  of  us. 

Other  EXITheatre  news ...  Congra- 
tulations to  its  newly  formed  Board  of 
Directors  who  met  for  lunch  in  January 
to  share  their  collective  wisdom, 
talent,  and  pigeon  jokes  with  President 
Christina  Augello  The  new  board  is  a 
diverse  group  made  up  of  musicians, 
bartenders,  a  sculptor,  service  agency 
staff,  hotel  managers  and  dance 
directors  Good  luck  to  Christina, 
Geoffrey  Link,  Richard  Livingston. 
Frank  Aflague.  Poul  Andersen,  Sam- 
eth  Chea,  Chris  Barnett,  Sarah 
Kearney,  Steven  Lieberman,  Myron 
Mu,  Rick  Ruvulo.  Anthony  Smith  and 
Robin  Wechsler. 

Perry  Hill  claims  that  pigeons  are 
the  Tenderloin's  most  misunderstood 
and  misquoted  residents  So  there  is 
talk  that  he  may  consider  collaborating 
with  Frances  Middleton  on  a  play 
about  our  feathery  friends  that  will  set 
the  record  straight  Dennis  Keane 
(who  kindly  washed  my  hair  after  I  was 
used  for  target  practice)  will  tell 
anyone  that  I'm  not  terribly  fond  of  the 
creatures,  despite  having  grown  up 
with  the  nickname  Robin-Bird  Perry 
also  deserves  our  congratulations  for 
quitting  smoking  over  one  month  ago 
He  says  it  hasn't  been  easy,  but  he's 
doing  great. 

Dennis  Conkin  reports  that  the  Open 
Hand  Project  has  been  in  operation  for 
6  months  now  Open  Hand  is  a  program 
that  brings  meals  to  people  in  the 
Tenderloin  who  have  AIDS  or  AIDS 
related  conditions  For  more  informa- 
tion about  this  program,  you  can 
contact  the  Project's  director.  Ruth 
Brinker  at  771-9808 

And  finally,  a  belated  happy  Janu- 
ary birthday  to  Pearl  Locke,  and  happy 
birthday  (Feb  8)  to  you.  Maureen 
Conner' 


line  to  receive  a  shelter  ticket  He  lines 
up  at  the  Salvation  Army  shelter  at  6 
p.m.  and  at  8  p.m.  is  turned  away  for 
lack  of  space.  The  rain  is  heavier  now. 
Desperately,  he  runs  over  to  the 
Ozanam  Center  and  at  8:30,  is  told  that 
only  referrals  from  St.  Mary's  are 
being  sheltered.  Cold  or  rainy  nights 
are.  he  knows,  the  hardest  time  to  find 
shelter. 

By  9  p.m.,  Walt  is  sitting  at  the 
doorstep  of  Hospitality  House  At  10, 
he  is  allowed  inside  the  TV  room  to 
rest  and  warm  himself.  At  11  p.m.,  he 
is  outside,  in  the  rain,  waiting  for  the 
11.30  shelter  line-up.  With  no  other 
shelters  open,  the  few  remaining  spots 
at  Hospitality  House,  which  will  be 
chosen  by  lot,  are  the  last  chance  for 


the  night 

Many  of  Walt's  friends  have  already 
staked  out  spots  on  the  street,  knowing 
the  chances  for  shelter  are  now  slim 
The  lottery  numbers  for  three  spots 
are  called,  as  Walt  waits,  shivering 
George  makes  it  inside.  Walt  and  a 
half-dozen  others  wander  into  the 
darkness. 

Walt  crouches  in  his  doorway  He 
has  started  coughing  and  wishes  there 
were  more  Vitamin  C  in  his  diet.  When 
the  drunks,  prostitutes,  drug  pushers 
and  late-night  wanderers  have  thinned 
out  some,  he  feels  it  may  be  safe  to  go 
to  bed  He  rolls  out  his  damp  blanket, 
smokes  a  short  butt  he  saved  for 
now,  curls  up.  and  drifts  into  an 
uneasy  sleep. 


jr 


BA'  CAD  VE  VIEC  KHONG  KY  THI 

Hoc  khu  Thong  nhat  San  Francisco  khong  ky  thi  ve  chUng  toe, 
mau  da,  qudc  gia  goc,  phai  (nam,  nu),  hoac  tang  tat  trong  ca'c 
chudng  trinh  gia  due  huong  nghiep  hoa"c  tap  viec  duoc  qui  dinh 
mot  each  nghiem  chinh  chie*u  De  muc  VI  cua  Luat  Dan  quyen 
nam  1964,  De  muc  IV  cua  Tu  chanh  an  ve  Giao  due  n^m  1972  va 
khoan  504  cua  Luat  Phuc  hoi  nam  1973  Ngoai  ra,  su  khong 
thong  thao  anh  ngu*se  khong  la  mot  tro  ngai  trong  viec  dude 
nhan  vao  hoc  va  tham  gia  ca'c  chudng  trihh  giao  due  huong 
nghiep. 

Chudng  trinh  huong  nghiep  gSm  co  ca'c  mon  Kinh  doanh,  nu 
cong  gia  cha'nh,  kinh  te^tieu  thu,  ky*  thuat,  thdc  nghiep,  va  ky 

nghe.  (     .    ,  .•      .,  ,x 

Ca'c  hoc  sinh,  phu  huynh  va  giam  ho  lien  he  den  nhung  dieu 
kho^n  nay  xin  lien  lac  voi 

Rosemary  Fong,  Dieu  hefp  vien  ve  De  muc  IV 

Hoc  khu  Thong  nhat  San  Francisco 

135  Van  Ness  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

(415)  566-0986 
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Alternative  Family  Services 

Unique  Program  Finds  Foster  Homes  for  Refugee  Youth 


photo:  Greg  Gaar 

Jim  and  Meg  McClain  have  welcomed  "Nguyen,"  a  16-year  old  parentless 
refugee,  into  their  home. 


by  Jeannie  Look 

Imagine  that  you  are  homeless. 
Add  to  that  picture  the  fact  that 
you  are  only  12  years  old.  without 
your  parents  and  recently  escaped 
from  your  native  country. 

That  scene  may  be  hard  to  conjure 
up,  but  that  is  exactly  the  situation 
Nguyen  (not  his  real  name)  faced  four 
years  ago  when  he  arrived  in  this 
country 

Fortunately  for  Nguyen  and  17  other 
refugee  teenagers,  they  have  now 
found  homes  and  surrogate  families 
through  the  aid  of  Alternative  Family 
Services  (AFS).  a  program  which 
places  youth  without  parents  in  foster 
homes  Since  1983.  this  agency  has 
attempted  to  find  foster  care  for  unac- 
companied refugee  minors  from  Viet- 
nam and  Ethiopia  who  are  having 
problems  with  the  relative  or  sponsor 
they  are  living  with. 

Sixteen-year-old  Nguyen  has  been 
living  in  a  foster  home  for  two-and-a- 
half  months  now  Five  years  ago, 
unhappy  with  his  family  situation  in 
Vietnam,  he  ran  away  from  home  with 
some  friends,  planning  to  make  their 
way  overland  through  Cambodia  to 
Thailand  When  his  friends  were 
detained  by  the  police  in  Cambodia, 
Nguyen  continued,  scared  and  alone, 
for  the  next  three  months  till  he 
arrived  at  the  border  After  almost  a 
year  in  a  Thai  refugee  camp,  he  was 
sponsored  to  the  United  States  by  an 
uncle 

His  uncle  put  him  up  when  he  first 
arrived  in  San  Francisco  but  things 
didn't  work  out  According  to  Nguyen, 
"everything  I  said  he  didn't  agree 
with."  A  school  counselor  referred 
Nguyen  to  AFS.  which  placed  him  with 
Meg  and  Jim  McClain. 

Under  the  AFS  program,  foster 
parents  receive  a  non-taxable  stipend 
to  cover  the  costs  of  caring  for  a  child 
in  addition  to  a  taxable  incentive 
income.  Children  are  referred  from  the 


by  Chanthanom  Ounkeo 

Why  can't  everybody  solve 
their  problems  by  talking  to 
one  another9  Why  doesn't 
everybody  speak  up  and  protest  when 
they  don't  like  something  at  work  or  in 
the  community9  The  answers  to  these 
and  other  questions  apply  to  all  of  us, 
but  are  especially  relevant  to  the 
Tenderloin's  Southeast  Asian  resi- 
dents They  could  have  a  lot  to  say 
about  their  problems,  but  are  usually 
the  silent  ones  at  meetings,  if  they 
attend  at  all. 

Last  month,  members  of  the  Viet- 
namese. Lao  and  Cambodian  com- 
munities in  the  Tenderloin  broke  their 
traditional  silence,  serving  as  panelists 
in  a  forum  organized  by  Community 
Boards,  a  conflict  resolution  organi- 
zation The  forum  was  the  first  step  in 
Community  Boards'  current  effort  to 
better  understand,  involve  and  serve 
the  refugee  community. 

The  audience  of  community  workers 
listened  carefully  as  the  speakers 
explained  many  cultural  and  historical 
factors  behind  some  of  the  difficulties 
faced  by  Southeast  Asian  refugees  in 
American  society.  All  of  the  speakers 
are  active  in  their  community's 
"mutual  assistance  associations"  and 
therefore  deal  every  day  with  their 
people's  problems. 

The  panelists  explained  that  in 
Southeast  Asia,  problems  are  tradi- 
tionally confronted  within  the  family  or 
village  structure,  with  little  reliance  on 
police  or  the  courts. 

Bounchanh  Thepkaysone,  of  the  Lao 
Seri  Association,  described  life  back 


Department  of  Social  Services  and  the 
Juvenile  Probation  Department 

While  young  refugees  served  by  Al- 
ternative Family  Service  share  many  of 
the  same  problems  as  American-born 
youth,  those  who  arrive  here  homeless 
and  parentless  from  another  country 
"come  over  with  a  lot  of  educational 
needs  and  cultural  differences  to  cope 
with,"  according  to  Susan  Wilder,  a 
foster  home  recruiter  for  AFS. 

Often  time  their  education  has  been 
interrupted  in  their  native  country 
Most  of  the  refugee  youth  have  spent 
time  in  refugee  camps  or  have  been 
traumatized  by  the  separation  from  (or 
death  of)  their  family  "Many  are 
homesick  and  miss  their  parents  and 
family  members,"  Wilder  said. 

Many  of  the  Vietnamese  youth  have 
been  sent  out  by  their  families  as 
"anchor  relatives"  in  America,  under 
pressure  to  become  citizens  as  soon  as 
possible  so  that  they  can  apply  for 


home,  where  most  people  live  in  the 
country.  "Problems  are  settled  within 
the  family  first  If  that  doesn't  work, 
then  the  head  of  the  village  is  brought 
In  The  nearest  real  legal  authority 
may  be  thirty  miles  away  over  bad 
roads  Therefore  Lao  people  are  not 
familiar  with  things  like  American 
tenant  law  because  they  can't  really 
understand  why  anyone  needs  it!" 

The  speakers  reported  their  surprise 
at  American  society  when  they  first 
arrived.  Sayonn  Sok.  of  the  Cambodian 
Women's  Association,  explained  that 
Cambodians  usually  try  to  smile  away 
any  problems  with  Americans,  but  that 
a  quiet  manner  "doesn't  fit  American 
society.  And  because  we're  quiet  and 
make  like  we  understand,  Americans 
think  we  comprehend  more  than  we 
do." 

Chau  Nguyen  of  the  Vietnamese 
Educators'  Association  agreed  about 
the  smiling:  "It  causes  a  lot  of 
problems  Vietnamese  smile  all  the 
time  — when  they're  mad,  pleased, 
want  to  fight  or  cover  up  embarass- 
ment,  even  in  a  serious  situation  like 
being  in  court." 

Different  interpretations  of  body 
language  can  be  another  source  of 
confusion,  according  to  Thepkaysone 
"In  Laos  we  don't  cross  our  legs  the 
way  Americans  do  when  we  sit  in  a 
chair  Nor  do  we  look  each  other  in  the 
eye  — it  seems  impolite  and  makes  us 
uncomfortable  " 

Thepkaysone  said  that  he  even  had 
to  change  the  way  he  walked  when  he 
got  to  America  "I  had  to  learn  to  walk 
fast,"  he  remembered  "In  Laos,  you 


their  family  as  immigrants.  Wilder 
says  that  almost  all  of  the  Vietnamese 
teens  in  the  program  have  after-school 
jobs  so  they  can  send  money  back 
home 

Some  refugee  youth  feel  guilt  that 
they  escaped  and  their  family  didn't. 
"There  is  a  lot  of  hope  placed  on 
them  —  that  somehow  they  are  going  to 
make  it,"  said  Wilder. 

Alternative  Family  Services  care- 
fully attempts  to  link  parents  and 
youths  for  a  match  that  is  agreed  upon 
by  both  sides.  Meetings  and  coun- 
seling sessions  allow  time  to  discuss 
common  problems  and  successes  with 
other  foster  parents  and  children. 

Extra  assistance  in  legal  matters, 
such  as  applying  for  permanent  resi- 
dence status  and  enrolling  in  special 
education  and  tutoring  classes,  are 
provided  for  refugee  youth  in  the 
program. 

The  service  is  only  able  to  finance 


walk  slow,  put  your  hands  in  your 
pockets  and  whistle  on  your  way  to  the 
fields  to  work. 

Different  approaches  to  child  rear- 
ing can  affect  how  easily  a  newcomer 
fits  into  a  new  society.  Cambodians  are 
raised,  according  to  Sok,  "to  listen  to 
their  elders  and  the  one  with  power. 
We  learn  not  to  make  our  own 
decisions  but  rely  on  authority  figures. 
Some  people  even  go  along  on  their 
adult  child's  job  interview!" 

The  trauma  of  war  and  past  political 
situations  can  make  coping  with 
Western  ways  more  difficult  During 
the  Pol  Pot  regime  in  Cambodia  from 
1975  79,  Sok  says,  people  lost  their 
trust  in  others  because  "we  were  very 
scared  of  being  killed  but  could  not  say 
anything. 

"We  learned  how  to  steal  to  avoid 
starvation  When  we  escaped  to  Thai- 
land, many  were  beaten  or  mistreated 
there.  When  Cambodians  come  here 
it's  not  easy  to  get  rid  of  the  insecurity 
they've  lived  with  for  years.  We  don't 
know  who  to  trust  We  don't  feel  good 
about  meetings  because  the  Khmer 
Rouge  often  used  to  kill  people  who 
were  'not  good  for  the  country'  after 
meetings." 

In  response  to  a  query  from  the 
audience  about  disputes  within  refu- 
gee families.  Nhi  Le  said  there  was  a 
big  problem  with  Vietnamese  youth 
who  are  in  this  country  on  their  own  or 
with  only  one  parent  "They  can  be 
wild  and  join  a  gang."  he  said. 

Conflicts  in  the  family  arise,  says 
Le.  when  both  parents  have  to  work 
"In  Vietnam  the  mother  would  stay 


care  for  young  refugees  until  they  turn 
18.  according  to  Wilder.  Therefore,  a 
lot  of  emphasis  is  placed  on  preparing 
the  youth  for  living  on  their  own 
Counselors  help  youth  obtain  skills  in 
finding  and  keeping  a  job.  renting  an 
apartment,  completing  high  school 
and  opening  a  bank  account. 

"All  of  these  kids  will  be  on  their 
own  by  the  time  they  are  18,"  said 
Wilder,  "and  that  makes  us  all  a  little 
anxious 

When  Nguyen  was  asked  by  a 
counselor  what  he  wanted  in  a  home, 
he  said,  "I  want  a  home  with  a  lot  of 
love  and  understanding  so  I  can  talk  to 
them  and  go  to  school." 

Nguyen  said  that  he  often  gets 
homesick  "I  just  go  to  Golden  Gate 
Park  and  spend  time  and  sit  by  a  tree. 
And  sometimes  I  go  to  my  room  alone 
and  I  get  (home)sick,"  he  said 

"He  doesn't  understand  why  he  can 
go  to  any  country  in  the  world,  but  he 
can't  go  back  to  Vietnam  And  some- 
times I  don't  understand  either."  said 
Meg  McClain. 

While  Nguyen  has  benefited  from 
the  program,  the  McClains,  who  have 
taken  five  refugee  teens  into  their 
home,  have  learned  from  Nguyen  as 
well.  "Nguyen  is  my  first  son,"  said 
Jim  McClain,  father  of  three  daugh- 
ters. "I'm  used  to  being  the  'bastion  of 
knowledge."  Now,  he  teaches  me.  He's 
taught  me  respect  for  the  thoughts  of  a 
teenager." 

The  only  background  we  have  is 
that  we  raised  three  children  of  our 
own."  said  Meg  McClain  "I  feel  that 
these  foster  kids  — they're  just  the 
same  as  our  own  kids.  They  need  love 
and  understanding." 

The  Alternative  Family  Services  is 
still  in  need  of  suitable  homes  for  their 
Special  Population  Program  for  refu- 
gees. For  information  on  the  program, 
contact  Susan  Wilder  at  5352  Mission 
Street  or  239-2900. 


home  and  educate  the  children  She 
had  a  very  important  role.  We  say  she 
carries  a  big  stick  — behind  the  door. 
She's  usually  also  in  charge  of  the 
money."  he  explained. 

Chau  Nguyen  continued:  "These 
things  can  destroy  the  Vietnamese 
family.  Caught  between  the  old  values 
of  the  parents  and  new  values  in 
America,  kids  begin  to  reject  tradi- 
tional ways,  which  seem  more  and 
more  unworkable  here  But  we  have 
jumped  from  a  farming  society  to  a 
super-industrial  one" 

Increasing  conflicts  between  mar- 
ried couples  over  the  issue  of  men  and 
women's  roles  seemed  very  important 
to  the  panel  Thepkaysone  felt  that  "a 
lot  of  Lao  don't  accept  the  equality  of 
men  and  women.  They  still  have  the 
wife  responsible  for  housework,  while 
the  men  go  out.  This  causes  argu 
ments  here,  with  more  and  more 
divorce  — and  child  abuse." 

Tensions  can  form  if  the  woman 
finds  a  job  before  her  husband  "The 
husbands  just  don't  want  their  women 
going  out  and  working, "  said  Sok  And 
Nhi  Le  felt  he  understood  why  some 
women  get  jobs  easier  here  than  the 
men.  "Back  home,  the  man  does 
nothing  in  the  house  except  make 
decisions  — yes  or  no  The  women,  who 
explain  the  decisions  to  the  children 
and  are  used  to  obeying  others,  are 
better  at  dealing  with  people,  an  asset 
in  getting  a  job."  he  said 

Members  of  both  the  panel  and  the 
audience  chuckled  as  Le  continued. 
"In  America,  some  Vietnamese  men 
feel  the  roles  and  power  are  turned 
around  Here  it's  women  and  children 
first,  then  the  dog  and  cat,  and  then 
the  man." 
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Tenderloin  Poets  Publish 
Two  Volumes  of  Verse 


by  Emily  Cutler 

Two  very  different  volumes  of 
poetry  crop  up  to  be  reviewed 
this  month,  both  by  poets 
affiliated  with  the  neighborhood. 
Cannibalism  comes  to  us  from  a  Polish 
poet.  Adam  Lizakowski.  now  living  in 
the  Tenderloin  under  political  asylum. 
Paradise,  the  other  volume,  was 
written  by  Ron  Silliman,  a  former 
Times'  editor  and  leader  of  the 
Tenderloin  Writer's  Workshop  at 
Hospitality  House.  The  two  volumes 
are  very  different  in  poetic  style, 
content,  use  of  janguage  and  quality  of 
publication. 

Lizakowski's  book.  Cannibalism  is 
divided  into  two  sections,  poems  in 
English  and  poems  in  Polish.  The 
English  poems  are  tight,  focused 
pieces  which  betray  the  constraints  of 
writing  in  what  must  be  to  Lizakowski, 
a  foreign  language.  He  opens  his  book 
with  scarcely  more  than  a  dozen  of 
them  The  themes  he  chooses  to  write 
about  clearly  relate  the  imagery  most 
salient  to  a  modern  day  ' 'immigrant. 

His  book  is  inexpensively  published, 
photocopied  pages  stapled  together 
under  a  heavier  cover  page.  It  is  not 
clear  from  his  English  poems  just  why 
he  calls  the  book.  "Cannibalism."  It  is 
also  unclear  whether  or  not  his  English 
poems  reflect  his  true  quality  as  a 
poet.  He  does  not  take  the  same 
liberties  with  language  as  other 
modern  American  poets.  Is  this 
because  he  is  not  yet  comfortable  in 
the  lexicon  of  American  poetry,  unable 
to  recognize   artistic   variance  from 


popular  syntax,  or  because  his  experi- 
ence with  language  primarily  involves 
the  demands  of  survival,  teaching  him 
to  be  concise  consistently  in  every 
expression?  Whatever  the  answer,  his 
English  poetry  makes  gratifying  read- 
ing and  this  critic  hopes  we  will  see 
more  of  his  English  work 

Paradise,  by  Ron  Silliman,  is  decep- 
tive, frustrating,  esoteric  and  borders 
on  the  poetic  pitfall  of  relating  an 
arbitrary  list  of  events.  It  is  clear  that 
the  attempt  with  this  work  is  to  sustain 
a  poetic  mood  which  conveys  the 
peaceful  rest  of  ordinary  existence. 
Silliman's  words  evoke  a  curtain  to 
hang  in  front  of  reality,  choosing 
language  sparsely  that  at  first  makes 
you  think  he's  trying  to  strip  his  verse 
down  to  the  bare  bones,  only  later  in 
retrospect  making  you  feel  that  he  has 
cluttered  your  mind  up  with  a  prison 
camp  of  skeletons. 

What  can  be  frustrating  is  the  know- 
ledge that  while  his  words  draw  on  the 
stream  of  consciousness  narrative, 
they  hold  in  obeyance  the  feelings 
which  promote  that  kind  of  event 
Having  a  stream  of  consciousness  is  an 
event  in  nature.  With  poets,  this  event 
occurs  when  the  poet  is  facing  the 
unwritten  page,  in  the  act  of  changing 
it  to  the  written  page.  To  raise  the 
resulting  product  from  banality,  the 
stream  must  be  honed.  Choices  must 
be  made,  choices  that  reflect  a  criteria 
for  judging  language  and  experience. 
Silliman's  criteria  fails  to  make  the 
content  of  his  experience  rise  above 
the  ordinary. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  the  term 


"esoteric"  comes  to  mind.  "Esoteric" 
means,  designed  for  an  audience  well 
educated  to  specific  concerns.  Clearly 
good  poets  are  their  own  audience,  at 
least  in  part  When  you  write  a  poem 
for  yourself  as  its  main  audience,  you 
never  have  to  explain  what  the  words 
mean  to  you  The  writing  between  the 
lines  often  remains  unavailable  to  a 
readership  besides  yourself.  It  can  be 
extremely  gratifying  to  write  because 
you  have  created  a  product  that  you 
understand  and  that  exists  because  of 
your  actions  in  the  real  world  But  it 
does  not  mean  that  other  people  can 
understand  what  you  are  saying  to 
yourself  The  lists  of  imagery,  of 
events,  may  evoke  specific  emotional 
meaning  to  you.  but  you  are  only 
communicating  to  others  by  the  chance 
that  they  find  in  your  lists,  word 
associations  which  evoke  meaning  to 
them.  Everybody  has  a  personal 
lexicon  —  words,  phrases,  ideas  — 
which  they  prefer.  If  by  chance  your 
favorites  are  the  same  as  another's, 
you  are  a  lucky  and  popular  poet. 

It  is  possible  to  find  great  peace  and 
comfort  in  a  paragraph  of  sentences 
that  refer  to  the  real  world.  It's  true  in 
one  sense  that  such  word  lists  are 
never  arbitrary  Perhaps  this  is  why 
Silliman  chose  to  call  this  book 
Paradise  Paragraphs  that  are  mostly 
lists  of  ordinary  events  can  hum  with  a 
quiet  peacefulness.  to  the  enlightened 
they  may  even  stimulate  joy.  but 
without  personal  verification  they  can 
come  off  as  being  arbitrary,  as  if  they 
had  been  written  by  a  computer. 
Silliman's  work  threatens  to  relate  to 
this  category.  How  to  relate  personal 
imagery  in  a  way  that  makes  it  unique 
and  applicable  to  a  wide  audience  is  a 
great  challenge  and  Silliman  is  at  least 
attempting  to  be  involved  in  meeting 
that  challenge. 


eatin'  the  loin 


by  Dennis  Conkin 

Athens  Greek  Restaurant 
39  Mason  Street 
11  a.m.  to  10  p.m. 

This  cozy,  little  Tenderloin  res- 
taurant run  by  Vicky  Serveta 
and  her  husband.  Nick,  is, 
without  a  doubt,  one  of  the  best  places 
to  eat  in  San  Francisco  If  you  eat  here 
once,  you  may  return  again  and  again 
People  come  from  a  hundred  miles 
away  just  for  the  calamari  and  Serveta 
is  often  in  the  curious  position  of 
having  to  decline  reservations  from 
out-of-towners  staying  at  the  Mark 
Hopkins  and  the  Fairmont  in  order  to 
make  sure  that  her  regular  customers 
will  be  able  to  eat  their  lunches  and 
dinners 

The  menu  at  the  Athens  ranges  from 
several  lamb  dishes  (spaghetti  lamb, 
lamb    kampama)    to    stuffed  grape 


leaves,  moussakka.  chicken  dishes, 
salads  — and  an  incredible  combination 
platter  which  is  loaded  with  something 
of  everything,  all  carefully  and  loving- 
ly prepared  by  Serveta 

This  combination  platter,  full  of 
moussakka  (layers  of  eggplant,  zuc- 
chini, two  kinds  of  dill,  lamb  and  beef, 
covered  in  a  bechamel  creme  sauce), 
stuffed  grape  leaves  (in  an  egg  and 
lemon  sauce),  lamb  kampama.  (lamb 
cooked  with  wine  and  a  special  cinna- 
mon and  tomato  sauce),  string  beans, 
and  a  rice  pilaf  is  spectacular —  so 
delicious  that  just  thinking  about  it 
makes  me  want  more. 

Another  great  dish  at  Athens  Greek 
Restaurant  is  Tzatziki  — a  sort  of 
appetizer  salad  of  yogurt,  garlic, 
cucumbers,  olive  oil  and  a  little  parsley 
It's  tangy  — a  bit  like  a  creamy  salad.  I 
really  like  it;  so.  I  observed,  did 
several  other  customers. 

Besides  the  combination  plate, 
which  I  recommend  to  everyone.  Vicky 
also  prepares  a  butterbean  salad  — 
with  butterbeans,  olives,  onions,  bell 
peppers,  a  little  olive  oil  and  lemon 


juice.  This  dish  is  excellent,  a  perfect 
complement  to  any  one  of  Vicky's  main 

dishes. 

I've  also  had  the  chicken  kampama 
—  the  chicken  was  very  tender,  but  not 
overdone,  cooked  with  delicious  and 
exotic  spices  — including  cinnamon  and 
cloves  Very,  very  tasty. 

The  Athens  Restaurant  has  a 
47  year  history  at  39  Mason  Street, 
and  Vicky  and  Nick  Serveta  have  been 
guiding  it  into  one  of  San  Francisco's 
best  for  about  a  year.  The  atmosphere 
of  potted  and  hanging  plants,  photo- 
graphs and  posters  of  Greece,  and 
stained  glass-style  lamps  is  charming 
and  inviting.  I  recommend  it.  So. 
evidently  do  most  everyone  who  eats 
here  — people  who  come  from  all  over 
San  Francisco  to  eat  in  a  special 
restaurant  in  the  Tenderloin. 

Prices  range  from  $3.95  to  $6.95  for 
the  combination  plate. 


'ffordable  flicks 


Caveman  Film 

Enlightens, 

Entertains 

"Clan  of  the  Cave  Bear" 
by  Michael  Wood 

Clan  of  the  Cave  Bear"  is  not 
what  you  might  expect.  It  is  not 
a  slick  exploitation  film,  like 
"Emerald  Forest,"  as  the  previews 
would  indicate.  Nor  is  it  a  farce,  like 
"Quest  for  Fire,"  or  a  remake  of 
"1,000.000  BC  "  It  does  not  resort  to 
sex  or  violence  to  hold  the  viewers' 
interest.  It  is  a  uniquely  profound 
study  of  a  prehistoric  culture,  with 
deeply  human,  emotional  drama. 

Based  on  the  book  by  Jean  M  Auel, 
this  work  is  a  story  of  a  woman 
orphaned  by  an  earthquake  and 
adopted  by  a  Neanderthal  (early 
human)  band  called  "The  Clan  of  the 
Cave  Bear."  As  a  member  of  another 
species,  she  has  difficulty  in  adapting 
to  the  band's  customs.  Her  greater 
intelligence,  leadership  ability,  and 
prowess  as  a  warrior  become  quickly 
apparent,  however 

During  the  course  of  the  film,  she 
faces  conflicts  with  the  heir  to  the  band 
leadership,  the  huge  and  dangerous 
animals  of  the  band's  lands,  the  male- 
dominated  social  order  of  the  band, 
and  the  prejudice  she  faces  as  one  of 
"the  new  ones,  not  of  the  clan."  The 
plot,  which  is  thin,  handles  the 
conflicts  in  an  immediate  and  intense 
manner  which  draws  the  viewer  into 
the  action,  despite  its  simplicity. 

Technically,  the  film  succeeds  in 
creating  a  believable  environment. 
The  Canadian  outdoor  shots  are  breath 
stealing.  The  props  seem  authentic, 
from  the  fire-hardened  spears  to  the 
medicine  healing.  The  costumes  are 
animal  skins  and  furs. 

The  dialogue  relies  on  sign  language 
and  simple  words  with  subtitles.  By 
the  end  of  the  film,  it  is  possible  to 
follow  the  dialogue  without  watching 
the  subtitles  But  the  viewer  is  drawn 
into  identification  with  the  band 
mostly  through  their  intimate  interac- 
tion on  the  nonverbal  level. 

This  is  not  a  caveman  film  It  is  a 
powerful  and  dramatic  story  dealing 
with  interpersonal  relationships  in  a 
primitive  society,  but  still  relevant  to 
today's  existence. 

It  is  playing  at  the  Galaxy  Theater. 
1285  Sutter  Street,  through  February 
20  Tickets  at  $6.  or  $3  for  the  10  a.m. 
matinee  on  weekdays. 


calendar 


photo:  Greg  Gaar 


Thursday,  February  6 
Film:  "Mingus."  First  of  the  Masters 
of  Jazz  film  series  to  honor  Black 
History  Month.  Main  Library,  Lurie 
Room,  12  noon  Free. 
Support  Group:  For  individuals  with 
eating  disorders,  their  families  and 
friends.  Meetings  are  first  and  third 
Thursday  of  each  month.  Marshal 
Hale  Memorial  Hospital,  3773  Sacra- 
mento St.,  Conference  Room  A,  7-8:30 
p.m.  Free. 

Sunday,  February  9 
Valentine's  Party:  The  Gay  and  Les- 
bian Outreach  to  Elders  Program  will 
sponsor  a  celebration  for  gay  men  over 
60  and  their  friends  of  all  ages. 
Dancing,  refreshments  and  door 
prizes.  Francis  of  Assisi  Community 
Center,  145  Guerrero,  1-4  p.m  $2 
donation. 

Tuesday,  February  11 
Reception:  Welcome  Hospitality 
House  Executive  Director  Robert 
Tobin  to  the  Tenderloin,  sponsored  by 
North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition. 
Reality  Art  Workshop,  366  Eddy, 
12-2  p.m.  Free. 


Thursday,  February  13 
Crafts:  "Make  a  Valentine."  Kids  6 
and  older    Main  Library,  Children's 
Room,  3:30  p.m  Free. 

Friday,  February  14 
Meeting:    Self-help    Mental  Health 
Drop-in  Center,  Reality  Art  Workshop, 
366  Eddy,  1  p.m.  Free. 

Saturday,  February  15 
Benefit:  The  Gray  Panthers  present 
the  Plutonium  Players/ Ladies  Against 
Women,  a  theatrical  comedy  group. 
San  Francisco  Women  s  Building, 
3543  18th  St.,  8  p.m.  $6  admission,  or 
$1  for  those  who  join  the  SF  Gray 
Panthers  at  the  event.  For  more  info, 
call  552-8800. 

Friday,  February  23 
Open  House:  The  Tenderloin  Times 
welcomes  readers  to  meet  the  staff 
and  discuss  the  paper  informally,  25 
Taylor,  Mezzanine,  4-6  p.m.  Free. 

Thursday,  February  27 
Workshop:  The  Polk  Street  Town  Hall 
will  conduct  a  seminar  entitled  "Youth 
Substance  Abuse  and  AIDS,    at  the 

Old  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Van 
Ness  and  Sacramento,  6:30  p.m.  Free. 


ADVICE 
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Getting  General 
Assistance:  Part  II 

by  Kathy  Kunis 

After  you  begin  receiving  Gen 
eral  Assistance  (G.A.)  benefits, 
the  red  tape  doesn't  end.  To 
stay  on  G  A  ,  there  are  many 
requirements  that  you  must  fulfill.  The 
three  most  basic  are  discussed  below. 

Identification 

You  have  only  90  days  to  obtain  ID 
from  the  Department  of  Motor  Ve- 
hicles. The  problem  is  that  it  takes  45 
to  60  days  to  obtain  the  ID  and  if  you 
have  to  wait  two  weeks  to  get  your  first 
check,  the  90  days  is  cut  down  to  only 
76  days. 

To  obtain  an  ID  you  must  bring  in 
one  of  the  following  forms  of  identifi- 
cation to  the  DMV  at  1377  Fell  Street: 

1)  Birth  Certificate. 

2)  Baptismal  Certificate. 

3)  Passport.  Green  card.  1-94  (origi- 
nal only),  immigration  or  natural- 
ization papers. 

4)  Armed  forces  identification  or 
discharge  papers  (not  draft  regis- 
tration papers). 

5)  Certified  record  from  a  grade 
school  or  high  school  (not  col- 
lege). 

6)  Out  of  state  drivers  license  or 
previous  California  drivers 
license. 

7)  Letter  from  parole  agent  or 
California  Department  of  Correc- 

Security  Deposits: 
Are  you  getting 
what  you  deserve? 

by  Randy  Shaw 

While  this  may  surprise  many 
tenants,  San  Francisco  law 
has.  for  over  two  years,  re- 
quired all  landlords  to  pay  5  percent 
annual  interest  on  security  deposits. 
The  landlord  must  pay  the  interest 
within  two  weeks  of  the  tenant's 
anniversary  date,  which  is  the  date 
marking  the  tenant's  first  year  of 
continual  occupancy  of  the  unit.  For 
example,  suppose  a  tenant  moved  into 
his  current  home  on  December  1.  1983 
and  paid  a  security  deposit  of  $200. 
The  landlord  must  pay  the  tenant  $10 
by  December  15  of  each  subsequent 
year 

Many  landlords  forget  to  pay  the 
interest  on  deposits,  and  prefer  the 
tenant  to  simply  deduct  the  amount 
owed  from  their  rent  Thus,  the  tenant 
in  the  above  example  could  simply 
deduct  $10  from  their  rent  each 
December  as  compensation  for  the 
security  deposit  interest. 

Note  well:  A  security  deposit  is  any 
advance  payment  to  the  landlord  other 
than  first  month's  rent.  While  the 
landlord  may  call  the  deposit  a 
'cleaning  fee."  or  "last  month's 
rent."  the  tenant  is  still  entitled  to  5 
percent  annual  interest  on  that 
amount. 

If  you  have  lived  in  your  home  for 
more  than  one  year  and -have  not 
received  interest  on  your  deposit,  do 
not  hesitate    Contact  your  landlord 

now. 

Many  tenants  also  have  problems 
obtaining  the  return  of  their  security 
deposit  when  they  move  out  To 
ensure  the  return  of  your  deposit, 
always  remember  to  give  30  days 
written  notice  before  moving  and  to 
leave  a  forwarding  address.  If  ypur 
deposit  is  not  returned  within  two 
weeks,  write  your  landlord  and  tell 
them  that  you  will  be  entitled  to  $200 
in  additional  damages  if  the  deposit  is 
not  immediately  refunded.  If  there  is 
no  response  to  your  letter,  contact  the 
Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic  at  383  Eddy 
St.,  771  9850 


tions  on  state  letterhead  (original 
only) 

8)  Letter  from  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  the  Census 

If  you  need  help  obtaining  the 
above,  contact  the  Salvation  Army  or 
Hospitality  House  An  ID  costs  $6  and 
a  drivers  license  $10 

If  you  are  getting  close  to  the 
deadline  and  foresee  not  making  it, 
come  into  GAAP  before  you  are  dis- 
continued and  we  may  be  able  to  help 
expedite  the  ID  process  for  you 

Medical  Status 

During  the  presumptive  eligiblity 
period  you  will  be  classified  as  either 
"employable"  or  "unemployable  "  In 
order  to  make  this  determination  a 
G  A  doctor  makes  a  very  brief  exami- 
nation Since  it  is  so  brief,  you  are 
entitled  to  a  second  opinion  from 
either  your  private  doctor  or  S  F. 
General  to  override  the  opinion  of  the 
G.A.  physician.  If  G.A  doesn't  agree 
with  the  second  opinion  you  may  be 
required  to  obtain  a  third  opinion  This 
must  be  done  within  14  days 


Job  Searches 

If  you  are  "employable"  you  will  be 
required  to  do  either  20  job  searches 
per  month  or  workfare  and  fewer  job 

searches 

Many  people  have  difficulty  proving 
that  they  have  done  their  job  searches. 
G  A  requires  that  you  apply  in  person 
for  a  job  you  are  qualified  for  with  an 
employer  who  is  hiring  You  may  apply 
for  one  high  turnover  job  (i.e. 
McDonald's),  or  one  employment 
agency  job  per  period  or  more  if  they 
are  currently  hiring.  The  problem 
comes  in  verifying  the  information. 

It  is  important  to  know  that  you  can 
only  be  discontinued  if  you  cannot 
prove  at  least  70  percent  of  the  job 
searches  you  list.  G.A.  must  list  the 
jobs  that  they  were  unable  to  verify 
and  no  other  job  searches  can  be 
objected  to  later.  If  you  worker  incor- 
rectly fails  to  verify  a  job  search,  you 
should  get  written  evidehce  that  you 
applied  for  the  job,  such  as  a  letter 
from  the  employer.  If  you  can  obtain 
verifiable  proof  before  the  effective 


date  of  discontinuance,  your  worker 
should  rescind  the  discontinuance. 

As  with  any  of  the  above,  discon- 
tinuance for  failure  to  perform  job 
searches  may  be  contested  at  a  fair 
hearing  If  you  want  to  request  a 
hearing  it  must  be  done  within  seven 
calendar  days  of  getting  the  discontin- 
uance/denial notice.  If  you  are  discon- 
tinued and  appeal,  you  are  entitled  to 
get  checks  — and  must  continue  to  do 
job  searches  and  work  assignments  — 
until  a  decision  from  the  hearing  office 
is  made  If  you  lose  the  hearing.  G.A. 
will  recover  what  you  were  paid  by 
reducing  future  checks  10  percent  if 
you  should  reapply.  If  you  have  any 
questions  or  need  assistance  call 
GAAP  at  928-8191. 


This  article  was  written  by  the  General 
Assistance  Advocacy  Project  (GAAP), 
which  provides  counseling  and  assis- 
tance to  people  applying  for  or  having 
problems  with  GA  For  information  or 
to  set  up  an  appointment,  call  GAAP 
at  928  8191. 


THE  AFFORDABLE  MAIL  SERVICE  ...  AND  'DEPENDABLE! 


SECURE,  ULTRA  CONFIDENTIAL 

CHECK  YOUR  MAIL  FREE  BY  PHONE! 


It  is  our  business  to  assure  that  your  mail  is  your  business  alone. 

Continental  Mail  Co. 

537  JONES  ST.  (at  GEARY) 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA94102 
MAILBOXES  FOR  RENT 


SPECIAL  STARTUP  RATES 
WITH  FIRST  TWO  MONTHS 
FREE 


3  months  $3  or  $1  per  month 
5  months  $8  or  $1.60  per  month 
8  months  $15  or  $1.88  per  mo. 
14  months  $26  or  $1 .86  per  mo. 


WHY  PAY  MORE  FOR  LESS?  COMPARE! 

GOVERNMENT  CHECKS  CASHED  FOR 
MAIL  CLIENTS  (BY  APPOINTMENT) 
SOCIAL  SECURITY  AND  SSI  CLIENTS 
WELCOME! 


CO* 


Bay  Area  Mail 
Service  leader  since 
1969. 

3  CASH  PRIZES  WEEKLY! 
FREE  MAIL  FORWARDING 

Get  your  mail  early! 


FOR  FULL  DETAILS,  PHONE: 
885-9555  (1  PM  -  7  PM) 
885-4123  (24  HOURS) 

EARLY  MAIL— OPEN  10  AM-7PM 


Earl v  Mail'-  -  Open  10  am  -  7  pm. 


POETRY  &  PROSE 
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A  TV  EXEC. 

Here  lies  a 
TV  exec, 
still  undaunted, 
he  gave  the  people 
trash,  violence, 
stereotypes, 
all,  he  said, 
good  Americans 
ever  wanted 

Jon  Eckels 


MAN 


Man  is.  and  has  always  questioned  the  reason 
and  purpose  of  his  existence,  relating  and  finding 
answers  within  his  immediate  surroundings, 
within  the  things  he  is  familiar  with.  A  pass- 
time,  a  game  to  play,  song,  dance  and  music. 

Tau  Juan  Ming 


THE  CELLARER 

He  envisions  himself  in  the  stencilling  of  a  cellarer.... 
His  dominion? 

Dark  corridors  of  eves  pregnant  with  wineskins  of  magic  origins.... 
Crossroads  teaming. 

Unfortunately  ... 

You  allow  yourself  to  bathe  in  underslime, 
Tranced  by  a  litany  of  squeaking  bats. 


The  wines  of  sacrilege 
Enchant  the  human  senses. 
Soiled  grails 

Oozing  out  a  cryptic  kiss, 

Infecting  the  mind  away  from  the  heaven  nature. 


Pity  flesh  trembling, 
Shocked  to  awaken  to  blood  cackle. . 
Snaky  flares  of  oblivion  s  daughter; 
Pernicious  bride  of  perdition. 


Renno  Mahriano 


"men- 
men  with  misplaced  eternal  dust 
in  their  hair 

stars  of  perpetual  hunger 
in  their  eyes 

looking  for  existential  answers 

in  garbage  cans 

their  misspent  energy 

in  misspelled  cities 

vagabonds  counting  the  time 

it  takes  to  burn 

the  emotional  sunset 

layered  with  colours 

of  their  eternal  desire 

Donald  MacLaren 

A  TIN  ASHTRAY 


IN  THE  RAIN 

In  the  sun  I  walk  the  beach 
and  there  are  people  and  dogs  etc. 

The  gulls  and  pelicans  like  the  beach  in  the  sun 
and  I  like  gulls  and  pelicans. 

In  the  rain  I  walk  the  beach 
The  gulls  and  pelicans  like  the  beach  in  the  rain 
and  I  like  gulls  and  pelicans. 

Neal  M.  Warren 


THE  OPPORTUNITY 

One  of  the  most  blessed  things 
that  can  happen  is  to  have 
the  opportunity  to  confront 
yourself  with  your  karma. 

Donald  D.  Becerra 


IS  IT  A  NEW  YEAR? 

(This  poem  came  to  me  sitting  in  the  park) 

Persons  in  distress.  I  allow  myself 

to  feel  pain  and  sorrow, 
Thanking  him  time  after  time  for  wave 

lengths  of  peace. 
Sunlight  gleams  brightly,  allowing 

me  to  solve  a  hundred  problems. 
Wishing  something  new  tomorrow,  often 

wondering  what? 
Minds  linger,  check  our  causes, 

are  they  worth  our  time? 
Truth  is  the  ultimate  winner 

setting  one's  mind  straight. 

Time  bringing  unnoticed  yesterday's  memories. 
Each  year  different,  a  foolish 

person's  thoughts 
Each  day  similar  pictures 

gathering  lost  souls. 
Truth  prevails,  travels  slowly 

as  humans  speed  past 
Aware  of  struggles  elsewhere 

yet,  we're  not  totally  free. 
Seeking  to  be  free  the  heart  doesn't 

easily  pump  love. 

People  notice  calendars  of  events, 

seems  nothing  changes. 
Love  was  always  the  winner. 
People  chose  special  occasions 

while  I  remain  the  same, 
Starting  a  New  Year  with  nothing 

but  old  fashioned  love. 

Ezekiel  L.J.  Ward 


LENVIN  &  GESMER 
Attorneys 

General  Civil  Practice 
Including: 

•  Personal  Injury 

•  Landlord/Tenant 

•  Consumer  Law 

626-1242 

1242  Market  Street 


ARTS  POETICS 

my  poetry  does  not  clear  anything  up 
nor  does  it  obfuscate  anything 

my  poetry  does  not  describe  van  gogh's  sun  flowers 

in  the  winter 

thirst  with  desert  sands 

hunger  with  the  aroma  of  bread 

my  poetry  is  not  a  cry  of  despair  and  tears 
of  promytheus  bound  to  the  rock 
nor  the  laughter  and  happiness  of  a  child 
in  his  mother's  arms 

my  poetry  is  not  a  description  of  love 
platonic  Shakespearian 
nor  freudian  theories  on  sex 

my  poetry  is  not  a  stone  called  earth 
thrown  into  the  vastness  of  space 
where  against  all  logic 
life  was  born 

my  poetry  is  not  god's  hammer 

that  straightens  human  paths 

nor  a  red  sickle 

cutting  throats 

nor  greenbacks 

that  obtain  friends  and  fame 

my  poetry  is  like  the  drunken  fisherman  from 

the  russian  tale 

who  caught  the  golden  fish 

which  said  to  him 

"set  me  free  and  I  will  grant  you  three  wishes'' 
the  drunkard  readily  agreed 

his  first  wish  was  to  have  the  water  in  the  lake 
changed  into  vodka 

the  second  wish  was  to  have  the  waters  of  the  rivers  which 
flowed  into  the  lake 
changed  into  vodka 
to  prevent  diluting  the  lake 
the  fisherman  dozed  off 
the  gold  fish  woke  him  in  the  morning 
asking  for  his  third  wish 
the  drunkard  considered 
finally  he  asked  for  a  bottle  of  vodka 
and  told  her  to  forget  the  whole  thing 


BODY 
WAVE 


Matches  burned 
Cigarette  butts 
And  grey 

M  E  Wood 


HOKU 

A  lotus  unfolds— 
empty  petals  opening 
I  am  a  thief 
looking  in  wonder 

Dennis  Conkin 

STRUGGLE  FOR  WHOLENESS 

Separating  justice  and  mercy 

is  our  greatest  deceit 

the  softest  and  easiest  way 

to  stay  incomplete 

a  bored  and  smug  defense 

against  the  kiss 

Trapped  by  ourselves 

peace  and  joy  we  miss 

Finally  pierced  by  this  Truth 

we're  released  to  wed 

the  two-edged  sword 

of  heart  and  head 

as  our  gentle  but  firm  vision 

opens  the  seal 

to  make  amends 

and  wounds  between  us  heal 

for  justice  and  mercy  gives 

the  peace  and  joy  of  God 

which  now  in  us 

forever  lives 

John  and  Grace  Echandi  Fitzgerald 


Adam  Lizakowski 


Indistinguishable  tho  it  happened 
Infinitesimally, 
None 
One 

Cut  aweigh  from 
Another  nor  begun 
As  a  leaf  imperceptably  fell 
Down  all  known  vein 

Upon  this  likened  outstretched  palm  touching 
All  rest  of  ground  heading  out  to  sea  and 

wave  and  little  whale  body,  all 
While  a  cat's  arrives  my  mountain  tummy  top, 
Some  place  inside,  full-blown  feeling  am 
Perceiving  all  ever  was  and  was  a 
Chieving 

Rhett  Stuart 


345  TAYLOR  STREET  TELEPHONE 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  941 02  415-673-2332 


OLD  MAGAZINES  & 

PAPER  ITEMS 
BOUGHT  AND  SOLD 

Girly  —  Movie  —  Rock  — 

Fashion  —  etc. 
Noon  to  7  p.m.  Mon.  to  Sat 
731  LARKIN 


ssssssssssssssssssssssssssa 


ANGELOS  HAIR  SALON 


&  ELECTROLYSIS 
CLINIC 

for  men  and  women's 
hair  needs 


Haircuts 

Perms 

Sets 


starting  at  $8 
$25 
$8.50 


Call  Angelo    Open  Mon-Sat  9-9. 

600  Ellis  673-7628  ) 
^Ussssssssssssssssssssssssssi 
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Chudng  Trihh  Tim  Cha  Me 
Nuoi  Cho  Tre  Em  Ty  Nan 


Jeannie  Look 

Hay  tdcjng  tddng  rang  ban 
khong  co  n6i  d,  mdi  co  12 
tuoi,  khong  co  me  cha  va 
vua  mdi  rdi  khdi  da't  nddc 
ra  di. 

Day  la  tinh  trang  that 
cua  Nguyen  (khong  phai  ten 
that  cua  em)  bo'n  nam  trddc 
khi-em  den  nddc  My. 

May  man  cho  Nguyen  va  17 
tre  em  ty  nan  kha'c ,  nay  cac 
em  da  tim  ra  noi  nudng  tua 
va  ba  me  nuoi  qua  su  giup 
do  cua  Alternative  Family 
Services  (AFS),  mot  chu'dng 
trinh  tim  cha  me  nuoi  va" 
gia  dihh  cho  tre  em. 

,  NaLm  nam  trddc,  Nguyen 
luc  do  mdi  mu6i  mot  tuoi 
vi" khong  tim  thay  hanh  phuc 
dv trong  gia  dihh  da"  bo1  nha 
ra  di  vdi  ban  be.  Khi  ban 
cua  em  bi  bat  d*  Cam  Bot,em 
tiep  tuc  di,  sd  hai,  co  doc. 
Ba  thang  sau,  em  den  dii6c 
mdt  trai  ty.  nan  Cam  Bot.  Gah 
mot  nam  sau,  em  dude  bao  trd 

qua  My  bdi  ngu'oi  chu. 

...  ,        ,        ,  l.  song  voi  ba  con  hay  ngu6i 

Nhang  song  chung  vdi  ngddi  .  *     .    ,  J  ° 

.  1      f     ,  ,  -  oao  tro. 

chu  cung  khong  em  dep  gi. 

Em  noi,  "Tui  noi  gi" chu  t6i 
cung  khong  ddng  y  ca«". 
Sau  do,  Nguyen  dddc  gidi 
thi£u  deh  AFS  bdi  mot  co  van 
d  trddng.  Sau  do,  em  den  d' 
vdi  Meg  va  Jim  McClain,  doi 


Nguyen  la'm  toi  biet  lavng 
nghe  va  ton  trong  nhung  suy 
nghi  cua  tre  em." 

Ong^McClain  noi  tiep, 
"Nguyen  khong  hieu  sao  la, 
no  co  the  di  khap  the  gidi 
nhdng  khdng  the  ve'  lai  Viet- 
Nam.   Doi  khi^toi  cung  khong 
hieu  dude  niia,  huohg  chi." 

Nguyen  noi  la*  em  hay  nhd 
nha'.  "Toi  thddng  di  den 
Golden  Gate  Park,  ngoi  di/di 
goc  cay.  Co  luc  toi  6  trong 
phong  mot  mi'nh  va  thay  nhd 
nha  hdn."    Khi  dude  hoi  em 
ddc  gi"  trong  mot  gia  dinh, 

em  tra  16"i,"That  nhieu  tihh 
thu"dng  va  hieu  biet  de'  toi 
co  the  dddc  thong  cam  va  de1 
dddc  di  hoc." 

Co  le"  em  da"  tim  thay  dude 
nhdng  dieu  do  vdi  gia  dinh 
cua  ong  ba  McClain. 

_  Tu  nam  1983,  AFS  da  tdng 
tim  gia  dinh  nuoi  cho  tre  em 
ty  nan  mo  cdi  nhd  em  Nguyen 
tu'  Viet  Nam  va  Ethiopia, 
nhdng  em  co  trd^ngai  khi 


vd  chohg  da  nhan  nuoi  na'm 
tre  em.  Nguyen  se  song  vdi 
ho  cho  den  na"m  em  18  tuoi, 
neu  em  muon. 

Trong  khi  Nguyen  dtfdc 
co  hanh  phiic  vdi  cha  me  va 
gia  dihh  mdi,  vo  chohg  Mc- 
Clain cung  hoc  hoi  dddc 
nhieu  td  em.  Ong  Jim  McClain 
noi,  "Nguyen  la  con  trai  dau 
cua  toi.  Toi  thddng  tu  ha"o 
ve"  kien  thd'c  va  hieu  biet 
cua  toi.  Nhdng  bay  gid  thi 
Nguyen  day  toi  nhieu  dieu. 


Ngoai  ra  AFS  cung  giup  d6 
cac  em  lam  giay  thiidng  tru, 
ghi  danh  cac  ldp  hoc  da"cbiet, 
va  cac  lalih  vdc  phap  ly  kha'c 
cho  cac  em. 

Dich  vu  nay  tra  tien  cho 
cac  cha  me  bao  lahh  cho  den 
luc  cac  em  d£h  tuoi  18.  Moi 
no  luc  deu  chu  tarn  den  van 
3e  chuan  bi  chotcac  em  s6ng 
doc  lap  khi  trddng  thanh. 
Sau  do,  cac  em  se  dddc  giup 
d(T  tim  viec  la'm,  nha  cifa, 
\\oc  van,  md  trudng  muc  d* 
ngan  hang. 


Muon  biet  them  chi  tiet 
chu'dng  trihh  nay,  hay  goi 
ba  Susan  Wilder  dl  sd  239- 
2900. 


ve 


Nhan  Vien  Tarn  Tri  Phuc  Vu 
Cdng  Dong  Viet-Nam 


Nguyen  Huu  Liem 

Benh  Xa  Tarn  Than  6" Ten- 
derloin 0*  251  ddd'ng  Hyde  St 
vda  co  mot  nha'n  vien  tarn 
than  ngubi  Viet  cho  cong 
dohg  Viet  Nam  6*  Tenderloin. 

Ong  Joseph  Trah,  td'ng  la 
mot  nhan  vien  d  U.S.  Catholic 
Charities  S  Oakland,  se  lam 
viec  td  thd  Hai  tdi  thu*  Sau 
td'9  den  5. 

Ong  Trah  cho  biet  la'  ngddi 
ty  nan  ddng  Nam  A'  cd  nhieu 
van  de' ve  tarn  than.  Ong  noi, 
"Ho  lo  lalng,  buoh  ba",  co  ddn 
b6i  vi"  ho  xa  nha  va  gia  dinh 
hp  thi'  con  d'  lai  Viet  Nam. 
Ho  gap  trd  ngai  ve"  ngon  ngd, 
vS  khong  co  ngddi  de  tarn  su. 
Moi  trddng  song  va  sir  dung 
cham  vdi  van  hoa  mdi  la"  nguoh 

goc  cua  nhdng  cang  thahg  va 
lo  au." 

Ba  Gyori,  Giam  doc  Benh 
Xa  cho  biet  rang  le  phi  se 
dddc  tinh  tuy  theo  ldi  tiifc 
Mhdng  ba  noi, "Khong  ai  lai 
bi  tu*  chdi  dich  vu  nay  vdi 
bat  cd  ly  do  gi". "  Benh  xa 


se  nhan  bao  hiem  va  Medi- 


care. 


Dien  thoai  cua  Ong  Trah  la 
586-5987. 


Ngudi  Viet  Cam  an  Hai  Quan 
My  Da  Cuu  Vot  Ngudi  VUdt  Bien 


,v  i       .     r  photo:  William  O'Donnell 

Nguoi  Vuot  Bien  Du  Lua  Tuoi,  mac,  Do  Hai  Quan,  O  Tren  Tau  U.S.S.  Mars. 

Boat  people  of  all  ages,  clothed  in  navy  uniforms,  aboard  U.S.S.  Mars  after 
being  rescued. 


Sara  Colm 

Mot  sd'  ddng  ngudi  Viet  ty 
nan  thang  tru'dc  da  deh  Oak- 
land de  tham  ta'u  hai  quan 
U.S.S.  Mars,  mdt  tau  vantai 
vda  mdi  di  cong  tac  ve  td 
Bien  Nam  Hai.  Vdi  hoa  va 
qua  tang  tren  tay,  ngu'oi 
Viet  da  cam  dn  thuy  thu  doan 
da  cdu  vdt  36  thuyen  nhan 
vu*dt  bien  thang  11  vi/a  roi 
trong  cdn  bao  to  gah  bdbien 
Viet  Nam. 

Buoi  le^cam^n  nay  da 
duoc  to*  chdc  bdi  the  Center 
for  Southeast  Asian  Refugee 
Resettlement  (CSEARR).  Day 
cung  la  dip  de  nha^c  nhd*  rang 
tham  kich  vddt  bien  van  con 
dang  tiep  dieh  ma'c  dau  quan 
chung  khong  he"  nghe  nhieu 
den  no  nda. 

Hien  nay  van  cdn  khoang 
1000  ngu"di  vutit  bien  m'oi 
thang.  Khong  biet  bao  nhieu 
da  bo*  minh  va  bi  ci/dp  bde , 
ham  hiep  bdi  hai  tac  va  so'ng 
gio.   Luc  gah  day,  nhdng  ta'u 
the  gidi  thay  tau  vddt  bien 
ngan  ngai  ciiu  vdt  vi"  sd  ton 


kern  va  tri"  hoan  thi  gid". 

Nhdng  thang  11  vda  roi, 
chiec  ta~u  hai  quan  My  U.S.S. 
Mars  da  khong  ngah  ngai  cuu 
vdt  hdn  ba  mddi  ngudi  Jang 
bi  khon  don  tren  bien  khdi. 
Hdn  ba  ngay  tren  dai  dddng, 
tau  vu'dt  bien  cua  ho  da  bi 
chet  may  va"  bi  nude  chay  va*o. 
Nhi/ng  chiec  ta'u  buoh  khac 
da  lam  ngd  khong  cuu. 

Thuy  thu  William  O'Donnell 
cho  bifi't  rang,  "H9  da"  het 
nddc  udng  va  cdn  lai  rat  it 
gao  va  mot  it  chubi."  Ong 
noi  rang  ho  chac  se  khong 
song  sot  vi"  mot  tran  bao 
den  ngay  horn  sau.     Ta'u  My  da 
di/a  ho  den  mot  trai  ty  nan 
3LPhi  Luat  Tan. 

Ong  thuyen  truong  va  thuy 
thu  doan  rat  la*  khiem  ton 
khi  dddc  ca  n^di  ve'  su*  cuu 
giup  cua  ho.  Ong  O'Donnell 
noi,  "Toi  nghi  rang  —  neu 
toi  d*  trong  trtfdng  hdp  do 
toi  cung  muon  co  ai  cuu  toi. 
Khong  ai  lai  de"  cho  ngudi  ta 
bi  chet  nhd  the  dddc." 


Don  Mung  Xuan  Mdi 

Nguyen  Huu  Liem 


Ong  Joseph  Tran,  Chuyen  Gia  Tarn 
Than  tai  the  Tenderloin  Clinic. 

Joseph  Tran,  the  new  therapist  at 
the  Tenderloin  Clinic. 


■o  Nam  mdi  Binh  Dan  da"  den. 
o" Ngay  mong  9  thang  Hai  Dddng 
?.  Lich  se  la  ngay  Tet  cua 

chung  ta.  Day  la  thdi  gian 
co  de  hu'dng  ve  to  tien,  dat 
£^  nddc  va  sum  hpp  vdi  giadinh 
S|   sau  mot  nam  vat  va. 

6  que  nha,  trddc  khi 
chien  tranh  lan  rong,  dan 
ta  a'n  tet  den  hai  tuah  le". 
Nhdng  nay,  d'  Tenderloin, 
Tet  nay  chdc  chi'  cd  du'dc 
mot  vai  nga'y  la  may  man  lam. 

Phah  dong  ngUdi  Viet  chung 
ta  co  ba  con,  than  nhan  d 
lai  VietNam.  Ndi  d'  thi'  chat 
hep  qua  de  co  dddc  mot  ban 
thd'  hu'dng  khoi  ong  ba  to 
tien. 

0"  day,  chung  ta  cung 
khong  lam  le"tien  Tao  Quan 
nhu*  ngay  xda.  Cung  khong 
cdn  nda  biet  bao  nhieu  la 
nghi  le~  niem  vui  cua  mot 
ngay  dau  xuan. 

d  tren  dddng  Leavenworth 
anh  Nguyen  Chinh  se  don  Tet 


Anh 


cung 

td  tien  nho.  Anh 


vdi  8  ngddi  ban  cua  anh 
trong  can  gac  chat  hep. 
noi, "Day  la  thdi  gian  ma" 
ai  trong  chung  ta  cung  buoh, 
nhd  que  hu'dng."  Du"  sao,  anh 
ddng  dddc  mot  ban  thd 
se  dot 

nhang  va  nau  mot  it  thdc  an 
de  lam  le  cung  nhan  dip  giao 
thi/a. 

Nam  nay,  6  San  Francisco 
khong  co  budi  le'Tet  nao  ca. 
Nhung  d'  San  Jose,  San  Mateo 
va  Marin  thi'  ddng  bclo  ta 
se  an  Tet  tdng  bdng  lam. 

Cac  tiem  tap  hoa  A  Ddng 
d  Tenderloin  thi  cd  du  cac 
thu*  cho  ba  con  a'n  Tet.  Ba 
Le  Van  Tao,  chu  nhan  tiem 
Thanh  Thuy  d' dddng  Eddy, 
ndi,  "  He" Tet  den  thi  ngddi 
ta  mua  do"  d'  tiem  toi  nhieu 
hdn  vi"  chung  toi  cd  do"  a'n 
Tet  ma'  ndi  khac  khong  cd." 
Ba  Tao  cho  biet  hang  ban 
chay  nhat  la  vai  may  a'o  dai, 
nhang  den,  do  chdi  ca  cop, 
a'o  quap  mdi,  va  banh  chdng 
va  giay. 
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Lcip  Hoc  Ve"  Phiidng  Phap 
Hoa  Giai  A-Dong 


Chanthanom  Ounkeo 

Khi  cac  vi  bo  lao  6  mot 
khu  chung  cu'  dl  tenderloin 
bi  quay  ray  vi'  tieng  ch6i 
dua  cua  tre  em  ty  nan,  moi 
thd  xem  ra  bit  dau  CO  chuyen. 
Nhiing  thay  vi'  la  loi  lan 
nhau  hay  la  goi  canh  sat 
thi"  cac  cu  da  ciing  v6i  phu 
huynh  va  cac  em  ngoi  lai 
de  de  nghi  nhu'ng  giai  phap 
tot  dep. 

Ket  qua  nay  co  dddc  la 
nhd  vao  Community  Boards, 
mot  to'  chile  md'i  nham  giup 
dd~  hang  xom  giai  quyet 
nhung  xung  dot  nhd.  Khong 
ddi  mot  phi  khoan  nao  ca, 
to'  chile  nay  lang  nghe  cau 
chuyen  cua  moi  phia  va'  giup 
do" hp  co  nhung  giai  phap 
tot  dep. 

Ong  Bouakham  Saycocie, 
mot  nhan  vien  xa  hoi,  noi 
ra'ng  Community  Boards  lam 
viec  cung  nhd         ngifdi  Lao 
gia*i  quyet  nhung  van  de  cua 
ho.  Ong  noi,  "Neu  ai  co  van 
de"  gi ,  ho  di  noi  cho  mot 
ngddi  dang  ki'nh  ne  hay  ngudi 
than.  The  Community  Boards 


cung  co  the' giai  quyet  van 
de  nhil  vay  dude.  Toi  thay 
rat  lac  quan  va  thich  thu 
ve"  loi  lam  viec  nay." 

Thang  trii6c,  Community 
Boards  da  md'i  nhiing  vi  dai 
dien  cong  ddhg  ty  nan  den 
de  thao  luan  vdi  ho  ve  van 
hoa  A  Dong.   Ba  Judith  Lynch 
dai  dien  cho  Boards  noi, 
"Ngddi  My  co  the  hoc  dude 
nhieu  dieu  t\i  ngddi  ty  nan. 
Toi  rat  ngud"ng  mo  dddng  loi 
hoa  hoan  va  im  13ng  cua 
ngu'di  A  Dong." 

Khan  gia  la'ng  nghe  cham 
chu  khi  cac  dai  dien  cong 
dohg  Lao,  Cam  Bot,  va  Viet 
Nam  giai  thich  nhiing^  yeu 
to  van  hoa  va  lich  sii  dang 
sau  nhu'ng  kho'  khan  ma'  ngu'di 
ty  nan  dang  gap  phai. 

Ong  Sayonn  Sok,  thuoc  to 
chdc  Cambodian  Women  Assn, 
noi  ra'hg,  "Thai  do  im  lang 
cua  chiing  toi  khong  thich 
hdp  dl  day  lam.  -Doi  v6i  dan 
Cam  Bot,  cai  quan  trong 
nhat  la  lam  vifa  long  ngil6i 
khac  va"  doi  xu  vdi  hp  mot 
each  tham  lang." 


Nhi 


Le  Thao  Luan  tai 


The 


Bounchanh  Thepkaysone,   Sayonn  Sok  va" 
Community  Board  forums. 

Bounchanh  Thepkaysone,  Sayonn  Sok  and  Nhi  Le  were  three  of  the  four 
panelists  featured  at  the  Community  Boards  forum.  photo:  Sara  Colm 


Ong  Nguyen  Chau  thuoc  Viet- 
namese Educators'  Associatn 
noi,  "Ngddi  Viet  eddi  dddi 
moi  hoan  canh  —  khi  tu'c 
gian,  vui  long,  mudn  danh 
Ion,  hay  la  de1  che  day  mot 
died  khong  Vila  y  nao  do. 
Neu  ai  khong  hieu  no  thi/dng 
hay  bi  hieu  lam." 

Cac  dai  dien  deu  cung  ke 
den  nhiing  die'u  la'm  hp  ngac 
nhien  khi  viia  mdi  den  xd 
nay . 

?Ong  Bounchanh  Thepkaysone, 
Chu  Tich  Hoi  Lao  Seri,  noi 
rang  ong  phai  hoc  loi  di  bp 
nhanh  hon  khi  den  xil  nay. 
Ong  noi,  "d  Lao,  chung  toi 
di  bo  thu  tha,  bo  tay  vo  tui 
quan,  huyt  gib  den  ruong  de' 
lam  viec.  Cung  khong  ai  nhin 
ngubi  khac  ngay  trong  mat 
cua  hp  vi"  nhu*  vay  la  mat 
lich  sd  va  lam  ngiioi  ta  kho 
chiu." 

Cac  dai  dien  deu  dohg  y 
rang  ngu'di  -Dong  Nam  A  deu 
gap  trd'  ngai  ve  van  de  hoi 
hop,  Ong  Sok  noi,   "Chung  toi 
dn  hoi  hop  lam  vi"  moi  la"h 
vay  xong  bon  Khmer  Do  thddng 
giet  ngu'di  lay  cd  la  hp 
la  phah  til'  khong  tot  cho 
dat  nddc." 

Hp  cung  thao  luan  ve  van_ 
de'  tddng  giao  giua  nam  va  nil 
6"  xd  nay.   Nhi  Le,   thuoc  hoi 
Vietnamese  Educators  cho 
biet  rang  ca'ng  thang  trong 
gia  dihh  thddng  xa*y  ra  neu 
ngddi  vd  di  la'm  triioc  ngubi 
chbhg.  Ong  Thepkaysone  cho 
y  kien  rang,  "Rat  nhieu 
ngudi  Lao  khong  chap  nhan 
sd  bihh  dang  nam  nil.  Hp  va"n 
de'  ngUdi  vd  lo  viec  nha  va 
ngubi  chohg  di  lam  d'ngoai. 
Td  do,  quan  niem  nay  thu'dng 
dUa  ra  nhu'ng  do~vd  trong 
gia  dihh,  cai  Ion,  va  danh 
dap  con  cai." 

Community  Boards  hy  vong 
rang  su  hieu  biet  van  hoa 
Dong  Nam  A  tif  nhu'ng  buoi 
hoi  thao  na'y  se"  giup  phat 
trien  nhung  cd  hoi  gap  go"" 
de*  giai  quyet  van  de"  ma  ho 
gap  phai  o* Tender  loin . 

Muon  tim  hieu  them  xin 
goi  Bruce  Bosley  d*  552-1250. 


V igc  LAM 
■  \ 

Can  mot  ngu'di  day  hoi  hpa. 
Lddng  $7.25  mot  gid.  Lam 
4  gid  mot  tuan. 
Hay  goi  hay  gdi  thd  den 
dia  chi  sau  vdi  chi  tiet 
ve  kinh  nghiem  vi^c  lam: 

Hospitality  House  Art  Dpt 
146  Leavenworth  Street 
San  Fran,  CA  94102  776-2102 
Dieu  kien:   Phai  noi  diipc 
Anh  Ngu. 

Han  Chot:  Tha'Sa'u,  Feb.  14. 
BLfO'NG  PHO^AN  TOAN  CHO  TRE  EM 


TIN  VAN 


Nhifhg  CaNih  Sa't  Vien  Fred 
Pardella  dohg  y  rang  su' 
tap  trung  dong  dao  cua  tre 
em  6  Tenderloin  lam  cho 
viec  na'y  trdv  nen  can  thiet. 
T6X chdc  cong  dohg  noi  tren 
van  con  dang  tiep  tuc  nhifng 
nb^lu^c  de  ba*o  ve  an  toan 
cho  tre  em  6s  Tender  loin . 

TU  Sf  CONG  GIAO 


BA  LAP  GIA  DINH 


Sau  nhieu  thang  thao  luan 
vdi  Tenderloin  Children's 
Committee  on  Traffic  Safety, 
ty  canh  sat  da  quyet  dinh 
d5t  nhan  vien  ga'c  du'dng  de1 
hddng  dan  tre  em  qua  dildng 
ben  ngoai  cong  vien  Boede- 
kker  vao  nhdng  ngay  cd  ldp 
hoc  tii  2:30  den  5:30  chieii. 

Day  la  la'n  dau  tien, 
nhan  vien  ga'c  dubng  da"  dude 
d5t  mot  ndi  xa  triibhg  hpc. 


Trong  hoan  canh  loan  lac 
va  that  vong  tif  khi  rdi  khoi 
Viet  Nam,  mot  so  tu  si* Cong 
Giao  da  bo  a'o,lay  vd.  Tinh 
trang  nay  da  lam  cho  hp 
khong  Che  thdc  hanh  ddisong 
tu  si" trong  gidng  dao  La- 
Ma"  ddpc  . 

Tuy  nhien,   the  Sister 
Church  of  Rome,  thuoc  gibng 
baxo  thu  Hi  Lap,  cho  phe'p 
tu  si" lap  gia  dinh.  To1 c hue 
nay  mub'n  lien  lac  vdi  nhu'ng 
tu  si  Cong  Giao  da  lap  gia 
dinh.   Xin  nhiing  ngiidi  d 


trong  hoan  canh  tren,  dac 
biet  la  nhdhg  tu  si  thu 
phong  linh  muc  trddc  1969, 
hay  lien  lac  vdi: 

Linh  muc  Lazarus 

Vocations  Counsellor 

P.O.  Box  642 

Oakland,  CA  94604 
Moi  lien  lac  deu  diidc  giii 
kin 

TIN  MUNG  CHO  NGD'OI  THUg  NHA 

Hang  nam  ngudi  thins  nha 
se  dupe  lanh  $60  td  chinh 
quyen  tie'u  bang.  The  North 
of  Market  Planning  Coslition 
se  to'  chdc  mot  buoi  hpp 
6 1 YMCA ,  220  Golden  Gate  vao 
life  5-7  gid"  chieu  ngay  13 
thing  2.   Se  cd  ngu'di  chi' 
dan  de  die'n  vao  mau  don. 
Quy  vi  hay  dem  theo  so 
social  security  va  ten  va 
dia  chi4  cua  chu  nha.  Se  cd 
thao  luan  rieng  bang  nam 
thd  tieng  Lao,  Viet,  Khmer, 
va  Trung  Hoa  va  Anh  NgiT 
trong  moi  phdng  rieng  biet. 


Tien  The  Chan: 
Quyen  Han 
Cua  Ban 

• 

Randy  Shaw 

^  Luat  cua  thi  xa  San  Fran 
bat  bupc  chu  nha  phai  tra 
5%  tie"h  lbi  hang  nam  tren 
tat  ca  ca'c  so"  tien  ddng 
the'ehan  "security  deposit" 
cho  ngdbi  thue  nha. 

fiieu  nay  co  tftk  lam  ngac 
nhi£n  nhieu  ngdoi,  nhdng  do 
la  luat. 

^ Chu  nha  phai  tra  5%  tien 
ldi  trong  vong  hai  tuah  le 
khi  ngddi  thue  nha  da  dv3u 
mdt  nam  trbn.   Vi'  du,  ban 
dqn  vao  d  vao  ngay  1/12/83 
va  dong  security  deposit 
la  $200.  Chu  nha  phavi  tra 
ban  $10^trddc  ngay  16/12 
cua  nhung  nam  ke  tiep. 

Cd  nhieu  chu  nHa  cfbngy 
cho  ngddi  thue  nha  khVutru 
so  tien  5%  do  vao  tien  nha 
thay  vi  chu  nha  phai  tra 
cho  ho  rieng. 

Nen  Nhd:  Tien  security 
deposit  bao  gom  tat  ca"  ca'c 
mdn  tien  tra  tru'dc  cho  chu 
nha  khi  don  vao  d,  ngoai 
trif  tien  thue  thang  dau. 
Chu  nha  co  the  cho  do  la 
"cleaning  fee,"  hay"last 
month's  rent,"  tat  ca  so 
tien  do  deu  phai  tihh  vao 
tien  ldi  5%  noi  tren. 

■P  -i  *■  ~  — 

Neu  ban  da  0  thue  nha 
hdn  mot  nam  ma  chiia  dude 
tra  ti~en  5%  do,  hay  tiep 
xuc  vdi  chu  nha  ngay. 

Cung  cd  ngu'di  gap  kho 
khan  khi  muoh  lay  lai  tien 
security  deposit  khi  don  ■ 
nha  di.  De  tra'nh  kho  khan, 
hay  cho  chu  nha  biet  trubc 
viec  don  di^  36  ngay  bang  : 
giay  mdc  han  hoi.  Can  cho 
chii  nha  biet  dia  chi  md'i 
cua  ban  nda.  Neu  chu  nha 
khong  tra  tien  dd  lai  cho 
ban  trong  vong  hai  tuan  le 
hay  viet  thd  cho  chu  nha 
va  nhac^  ho  rang  ban  cd  the 
aifbc  boi  thu'dng  $200  neu 
tien  security  deposit  khdg 
9 doc  tra  lai  nga^y.  Neu  chu 
nha  khong  tra  ldi  thd  ban, 
hay  den  lie"n  lac  vdi  The 
Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic 
d  so'  383  diidng  Eddy.  Dien 
thoai  la  771-9850. 

Nhu'ng  ngddi  thue  nha  gap 
khd  khan  ve  Anh  van,ddng 
ngan  ngai  doi  lai  tien  nay 
td  chu  nha.   Hay  tiep  xuc 
The  Tenderloin  Housing  Cli- 
nic hay  North  of  Market 
Planning  Coalition  de  dddc 
giup  d6. 

Tien  security  deposit 
thddng  rat_ la  cao,  ban  ddng 
de* cho  ngddi  ta  lay  mat. 
Ha\  tranh  dau  cho  den  cung. 


FISHING  BOAT  HULL 
51  ft.  x  16  ft.  x  5  ft.  draft 

$10,000  or  Best  Offer 

(707)  446-9669 
after  5  p.m.  . 


KlfiP59C&G*  photo:  Greg  Gaar 

VanSach.  Roun  Chet  and  Samrin  Huy  meet  to  discuss  rent  increases 
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Ky  Bunthany,  owner  of  a  new  Jones  Street  sandwich  shop,  joins  other 
Cambodians  setting  up  shop  in  the  Tenderloin.  photo:  Greg  Gaar 


TENDERLOIN  TIMES 
TRANSLATION  SERVICE 

Lao,  Cambodian  and  Vietnamese 
776-0700 


